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The
BRIDGE

Jackhammer MeCarthy had just been told by
the penny-anatcher on the corner that a dollar and
& half wasn't any too much for a palr of Long
Siride overalle. Jackhammer went to the door of
the joint and reflectively apat a gill of Horseshaoe
Juice meross the sidewalk into the gutter. He turned
and in otter disgust tot the cockronch kmow that
he was gelting damn sick and tired of seeing wages
geing to hell from day to day while a pair of
lovsy overalls went sky rocketing to a buck and
a half,

“Ak, but, m¥ fren’, when the beldge starta then
things wiil get bettor—overybody will be working,
LV

Jackhammer didn’t see, “Christ almity,” he re-
torted, “that’s all & stiff ean hoar arcund this
burg—'the bridge’, ‘the bridge’. You're all bow-
wowing like m bunch of old parrots. Well, anyway,
¥a ain't gonna get no plonk and four bikz ontta me
for a crummy pair of scab overalls. And as for
your damn old bridge, T don't think it will ever
start. They usta peddle the same ehin-whiskered
old bull to my grandfather when he was a kid.”

JANTVARY, (s

An unusual story of the San Francisco-Oakland
Bay Bridge, to build which twenty-twe workers died.

By GEFION

the Azusa job and pol on. He swing muck fofa
week—enough for & road stake, said o hell with
this, and blew inte L. A. The rnin was pelting
the strects as if the Special Providemee that fs
supposed to watch over the City of Angels had
undertaken the tough job of washing away the
burg's =zins of the preceding sammer,

Anyway, it was wet enough to float & battleship,
80 Jackhammer slushed his way to s flopjoint. The
rain was trickling down his shivering legs inte hia
shoes in enscades of iey pricks. He shook the snor-
ing elerk behind the countér and forked over four
bits for a room and made 2 bee-line for the stove.
Ita heat made warmth and comfort ereap over
him. He stood with his back turned to itz glow-
ing pot-belly and steamed like a plom pudding on
an English farm table Christmas night. He eyed
indifferently the reading and smoking stiffs aroand
the fables. Their droning conversalions came te
him through the tobaecco fog like the mumblings
of m shori wawe set in need of new tubes, He
became drowsy and leaving the dey kiln, ke olimbed
the dilapldnted siaire to his four bits flop and
crawled hetween the clammy guilts,

Jackhammer MeCarthy drifted south, He :ufg:i
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It was a tough winter on Jackbhammer MeCarthy
—damnably tough, both climatically and In re-
gard to economics. A few odd jobs mow and then
—yashing windows for old dames with mugs fo
full of wrinklea that it would take n wheolbarrow
of taleum to fill ‘em—and they ealled one "my
good man" and theught that 35 corts an hour
was sufficient to start birds like Jackhammer on
the road to become aecond John D's. A fow honrs
in the warchouses at four bitz am houwr—puoshing
trocks that a mule would have turncd over to the
elephants. Then back on the stem again with the
ald song and dance: “How's chanees for the prico
of 8 foed?"” Soggy shoes. Raln-sloppy overalls, Hat
dripping like a roof. Empty guots, A lousy flop or o
bex car—enongh to make Jnekhammer declare lowd
and vehemently that the much touted L. A. winter
climate and milk-and-horney blah-blah was just eo
much Chamber of Commaree bull

- L] L]

But Spring came to the land agnin. From the
F.i.-l':[ﬂh, the warm wind eame riding in on its high
horae, Yo, ko, here T come! It tlekled the birds
in Griffith Park under their beaks and made them
sing n symphony of chirping glee, And in the high
heavens, the sun thone and reduesd the Las
Angeles River fo itz usual pint and a half, On the
park benches, wenches snuggled clase to boy friends
and languidly stroked their shellaced domes in the
latest Hollywoed siyle, Yes, no mistake—it wa=
Bpring onee again,

But no hormones silreed in Jackhammer Me-
Carthy's metabolism. He wasnt even moticing the
jnnes. Nix on ‘em. Hizs feet were itchy. Ho was
thinking of where in the hell to land a job. Ho
whs deeply meditating the gut-tickling possibility
of a decent can of java In the jungies—he wouldn®t
mind getting beiled up. He was so damn sick and
tired of L. A, nnd all its crummy joints that he
was rendy to puke. Well, anyway, tomorrow he
would blow north.

A guy on the other end of the bench was reading
the =candal sheet:

"What's new, Billt"

""U'h, not o bellova lot—I zee where they finally
started the bridge up north.'"

“Ya den't say so—my grandfather will turm
over In hiz blooming grave when he hears that.
Well, I s'pose they will leok n stiff over im the
seams  prefty  elese before he gets on there—
registered water and all that bunk.*

“Mebbo"

W

Ot of the green waters of the Bay, there aroas
giant piers of cement and irom. Day by day they
grew from their foundations deep below the rolling
waves antil they rearcd their concrete and ztos!
crowns hundreds of fect into the air. From pier to
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pier, a eatwalk hung wpon which men performed
the task of apinning 70,816 miles of wire into the
28 inches thick cablea from which the spans would
be suapended.

From the decks of the ferries, the men oo the
eatwalk looked like specks in the infinite. Passen-
gers craned their necks gazing at those {fly-sized
homans wp there hundreds of feet above the bay
—moiling and toiling, stmmining and pushing, to
the end that the gigantic task of linking the two
shoree might b completed.

In great headlines, the newspapers spoke of
modern enterprise and progress. In small news
items, they now and agnin mentioned whers Strue-
tural Iron Worker Bill Emith had fallen from the
beldpe and met a watery death in the bay, Or
where Common Laborer MNiek Polosky had been
picked ap on one of the pier foundations, a mangled
miass of himan flesh and bones. Twonty-twa such
little, insigmiffeant items, they printed,

Buat from day to day, men steaggled. Day by day,
the monamental job grew inte & whole. And at
night when the moon hung feamed by the vortieal
!-'l.l.ll]]-l'haﬁﬂ-!'l 'I:ﬂ-hlﬂl!, 1.1 'h-u.'idr.;\e took on mn swesomes
beauty.

Jackhammor MeCarthy got on. He hed spun the
oo that did the 11ir'mq: o I00F night tale and had
mde the grade. The job was union and Jackham-
mer was OLK. on that seore. So now he slaved
on the eatwalk hundreds of feet above the waters
af the bay. Now and again he spat o gill of Horse-
ghoe julee fnto the feamcapped waves bolow, And
on Satarday nights there wonld be a T-bone and
French fried st Duffy's on Third Street and a
show and n night with Jenny afterwards. She
was all right, that fape. She was a working plug
like Jackhammer himzelf and didn®t give a damn
whether the world was round or flat—unlon, too.
Zhe was O.K., no mistanke.

And, from day ta day, men stroggled. Doy by
day, Tackhammer with others of his Rind toiled on-
ward so that the dream of the Chamber of Com-
merce might come froe.

LB |

Jackhammer MeCarthy had met n lot of nuts in
hiz ramblings. Christ, yes—bushels of poofs. There
was the bird in L. A, who was damn sure that the
whole solar system of the universe was inside the
carth, and that everything would be honky-donk as
=oon At he took time off fo convinee the numskalls
on Moognt Wilser, He hadn"t forgotten the freak
bick in Baltimora who thought that Bill Hayes
wis the second coming of Christ and that Bill was
golng Eo pay all the dentiat bills for any ex-railroad
man that had his grinders fixed. And, lord alemity.
the loon who got up in the jungles one day and
tokd the rest of the buzards that be knew o man
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whu had a horse by the aame of Olson. Jackhammier
gob dizzy when be remembered the whole pack of

_ "gm, What n gang of saps.

But for a few days, Jackhammer was sare that
Gunnar Krass was the screwfest Turk of the lot.
This guy wns & Swede and one of the engineers
on the bridpe—took care of the brain-bwisting
details, not one of the real big shots, but & white
collar stiff Just the same—cnly the damn foal wore
no eollar—ahkirt wide open—and no open shop
pants, elther. And ke didn®t suek an underslong

pape.

This mnutty Skedvie would hike the ecatwalk in
overalls, old shoes nnd o shirt as faded ae a gay
nineties bathing beanty—pockeis full of blue prints
and pencils. He would grant a grouchy h'lo when
he met one of the stiffs and look as biank as @
carp when he ran into one of the bip mags. And
Jackbnmmer thought they eonld've hired a saner
guy outta the baghouse,

Eut what made Jackkammer think that the fish
cater was really shy n fow marbles was when e,
Jackhammer, one day asked: “Hey, Boas, how d'yva
want thia done?”

The Swede blew up. He yelled that, goddamnit,
Jackhammer wasn't working for him, but with
him, And that the whole damn gang of sonsabltchos
had better get the idea outta their thick skulls
that be was trying to boes anybody, That he and
thoy, and all the rest of the work oxen, wore in
the same boat, And that, for Christ sake, to take
it casy. And to be damn ecareful not Lo bounee over
board—and mever mind the big shots,

Bo Jnckhammer told one of the other blue print
artlsts that he had a hanch the Swede was about
ripe for a ride In the jing-jomg wagen. But this
bird shook his bean and sald that while Gunnar
HKrass might be nofs in some respects he knew his
onions when it came to blue prints and [fgers.

"Mabbe™

And Gunnar Krass hiked the catwalk in overalls
and old shoea with his prints and pencils. And
Jackhammer MeCarthy and hiz kind moiled nnd
toiled so that tho dream of the Chamber of Com-
merce might come troe. And now and anon a little
inglgnificant ftem appeared in the mowspapors

P

Jackhammer MeCarthy was hitting it for the
Humboldt on the Frent for a scoop mnd a pot of
beans. On the ecormer, he rammod inte Gunnar
Erasa reading & book in the middle of the side-
walk, Gunnar looked vp:

“H'a, MeCarthp—Where to?™

“fonna get a goifull of frijoles

“D'you mind if I come along?™

“What ya want t' do—go slumming?"

The Sweds dldn't kave any such intentions and
ko told Jackhammer that peraps he had seen plenty
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of tough joints in his young life, Jackhammer eyed
him and said &'men.

They were seated nt a table in the corner, chew-
ing their beans in silence. Jackhammer was sizing
the 8wode up on the qt., expecling him o heave
a beer mug throogh the window o to geb wp and
vell bloody murder, Buot Gunoar Krass paid ne
attentlon to his sarroundings until he had pat the
beans and beer under his belt. He looked up and
paked Jackhammer for the makings, lighted his
a tte and =at smoking for awhile. Then he
said:

"“You're n ahion man, aren’t youl"

“Sure thing—packed & card for quite & stretch.”

“And yet the other day yoa thot [ was nuts be-
eawee I told woum and the gnng that T didn't want
to be ealled ‘boss’ and that you worked with me
and mnot for me"

Jackbammer asnented that he thought the Swede
ns bughouse ws & March hare

“When [ otell you what to de, 1 do se becaase
that is part of my werk—the part I'm trained for.
Mot becauze I want to be a boss, bat bocause 1
am an engineer—a worker just as you are A worker
—aonly I do m different kind of work than youre
I'm being pald wages just as you're being paid
wager. When the job is thra, T very likely will be
on the buom with yoo and the rest of “ee-

“T'm & wrien man, boo. Only o different kind
of unton man. T belong to that part of the workers
who realize the need of class solidarity—who un-
derstand that an injury te one is an infury to all
1 belong to that part of the union men whe realize
the need of class solidarity—who understand that
an Injury to one is an Injury to il I belong to
that part of the uwnion men whoe have made a
study of how sccloty B formed—why it k& that
thers are bosses nnd werkers—and how (o change
the picture, 1 beleng to that part that realize that
wpon the shoulders of the workers the world rests
—in eur hands Hes the foture—the liberatiom of
the homan rneo, That's why 1 blew up the other
day when you called me "hoss'."

The Swede stopped and ordered two miore
beers. Jackbammer sat silent and eyed him, And
gomahow the thought photographed itself apon his
brain that this queer Turk might not be entirely
nuts, and that be might be a pretiy good gun when
i guy got better nequainted with him. Yes, mebbe.

o ® W

And day by day mon struggled. And after months
and years, the dream of the Chamber of Commerce
eame truze. The Bridge was finlshed, The job &
dome. It is now a whole. It spans twa shores and
humans come from far and mear bo view modern
paterprise and progress. By medling and toiling,
Jackhammer MeCarthy and his kind amd Gunnpar
Krass and other blus print stiffs made a whole
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oot of 162,000 tong of structural fron, 18,550 tons
of eable wire, 30,000 tons of reinforcing steel,
1,000,000 cubie yards of concrete, 1,300,000 bar-
rele of cement, 30,000,000 feet of timber and
200,000 gullons of paint. And in the newspapors
there  appeared  twenty-two  little, insignificant

items.
L] L] L ]

It is might. On the hills of the two eitios linked
by the bridee, lights gleam as If the Goddess of
Night had strewn the dark sea of her domaln with
glittering jewels.

The job is done, Jackhammer MeCarthy I8 hit-
ting it south in a box car. The light of his cigarotie
gloamz like a lone glow worm in the biackened,
pwaying car, Tho thought sirikes him that the
Swede waz not o natty after all—a pretty good
pun—an injory to one is an injury to all—Wander
when 1 shall see Jenny again?

Marin Polosky sits in her room. On o eouch
a child ia slecping. Porhaps in its slumber it f=
walking hand in hand with the Ugly Duckling.
Marin sits silent. Perhaps she s thinking of the
days when she felt Nick's warm kisses upon her
mouth. On o knble uwnder the light lies a news-
paper in which is printed & liktle, insignificant
ibom.

runnar Krasa i going to pull oul tomerrow,
He site reading in his room. Before him lies a book
by another Seandinavian. It is in the original and

Gunoar s struggling with rendering into English
the e¢xact meaning of the ending of a chapter.
He reads and re-reads, Then he takea onme of his
many peneils and words begin to flow out onte
the pad:

“It was the pride of the old werld that it could
analyze the sun and the stars and give their weight
within the accurscy of a pound. But bread it
could mot welgh out to the hurgry mouths,

*The revolution means that the worker turne
everything upaide down and places things in their
eorrect rotation, He begine by welghing bread, and
with that as his starting point, he shall 2ome day

rosch to the atars.”
L] - L]

On the sands of Egypt sprawl] the pyramids—
erypis of nncient Eings—monumonts to the tefl
and thralldom of ancient shives,

Out of the green waters of the Bay, there aronse
giant piers of cemont and fron. Day by day they
grow from their foundations deep below the Tall-
img waves ontl they reared their concrete and
stoo]l crowns hondreds of fect into the air. Now
they are linked by cables and spans into a whaole,
and humans come from far and near to view mao-
dern enterprise and progress. The Bridge f= fin-
izhed. It spans two shores. It stands as an eloquent
epitaph to the collective genivs and toil of Labor.
It stands as & coloszal monument to the exploitation
of the Industria] Slave,

There is never o mine Wown skyward now
Fut we're buried alive for pou.
There's never a wreck drifts shorsward now

But e ave its ghostly erew,
GGo reckon our dead by the forges ved

g

And the factories where 1we spin.
If blood be the prize of your cursed wealth
Good GGod! We have bought it in.
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The News Guild-
Will It Make

Papers Report

Honestly On
Labor News?

Newspaper reporters,
after witnessing bloody
police attacks on work-
ers for many years and
putting in reports that,
az they appeared were
little to the liking of
labor, organized them-

selves, and received
such beatings as this
ANG member did in

the strike st the Wis-
consin News,

Their union has won
in many places. “It will
make for honest report-
ing of labor news"
says this member of the
ANG, "but it will take
One Big Union to see to
it that these honest re-
ports are published."

It must be admitted oot of hand Ehat any eans
siderntion of the question whother of net  the
Amerfean Mewapaper Guild can make for honest
reperting of labor news must at this time be based,
Bd & considermble extent. on speculation—on de-
seribing the road ahead by the signs that are now
wisihleo,

Among porennial likerals and other incurable
aptimists, there is o tendeney to hail the Guild. as
the szvior of the lakor movement mnd to shout that
at last brses check journalism has becn given a
nice eonating of pure gold leaf. To make such an
anzawmption, hewever, is blapdly to ignore the pue-
pozr, to say nothing of the power, of thizs mowve-
menl.

Duiring recent months, these predictions have
found sturdy champlons among the newspaper
puldishers, Thia cry was taken up with gusto as
thoe result of the Senttle Mowspaper Guoild's strilke
againat the Hewrst ownod Seattle Post-Intelligene-
or, resulking: im the suspenmsion of that sheet for
fiftoen weeks, The nation'a press, for the most

JAND AN, VIhE
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guite panicky at this threat te thelr
parzes and bellowed in alarm that the “freedom
of tho press™ was being Jeopardized.

One cannot state too bYluntly that the pretended

{eara of

the publishers, as well as the rosy hopes
aof the [iberals, are based on a misconeeption of
unionization ms it i now practiced within an in-
dustrial plant {and a newspaper i an industry)
does el mean the contral of the type, size or color
af the prodact. Troe, it may mean a step townrd
worker gontrol, but at best enly n step and we are
deing ourselves a dizzervice if we deszeribe it 2z
a hop, skip and a jump,

While the Guild follows the 1, W, W, in allowing
for complele rank and file control it hae no rovo-
lutionary aims. L&t vz o to the constitution of
the uwnion for o slatement of purpose,

“The purpose of the Ameriean Newspaper
Gulld,” savs this docurwent, “shall be to pdevnpec
the economic well being of its members, to FLAT-
antee a3 far ag it is able, constant honesty in the
(Continded on page 330
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Capitalist Democracy—
Why It Must Fail

In Spain the C.N.T. has fought out the struggle
against Fascism on the line that the capitalism that
generated it must go. Their associates are coming

By
TOR CEDERVALL

to the same conclusion,

“We cannot keep in capitalism, and at the same
time keep out Fascism,” says Tor Cedervall in this
analysis,

in the world today we hear a great amount of talk and also some degree of or-

ganization about and around the issue dubbed “Democracy versus Faascism™.

Many

liberal and humane-minded persons, as well as self-styled radicals, the world aver are

huddling under the banner of “Demoecracy™

in horrified opposition to Fasacism,

In the United States these people supported Roosevelt in the recent elections, side

with the “Republic” of Spain, feel a dependent fondness for Great Britain

aa the

fairy godmother of Democracy while she steps designedly into every “situation™ with

her celebrated “diplomacy’

+ give varying degreez of appoval of Soviet Russia, and

reserve the hate their simple souls ean generate for the black faseist regimes of Italy

and Germany.

The philosophy of the out and out liberals of this
conglomerate groap is that while Fasclam i= n sarly
horribie thing, Capitaliam as such 1= very desirahble
and should be preserved, albeit iImproved from tims
ta time.

The “radicals™ of this democratic movoement are
in their hearts not content with Capitalism, but
are so frightened by the prospects of Fasciam that
they are hysterieally choosing the fatal Germanie
poliey of the “lesser evil”. Throwing all pretense
of radicalism to the winds, these people have
crawled out of the dread and darkness of their
secinl eyelome cellars to become the hilstant cham-
piens of Capltalist Demtocracy.

The slogan of each group resolves ftself into—
keep Cupitalism, but keep out Fasclam!

This slogan, however, is historleally incorrect, we
cannot keep in Capitalism and at the same time
keop out Fascism, Fasciam is bot the logieal de-
vilapment, the irresistible outcome of the clazs
antagonism of Capitalism.

Eecont history is bearing this out inexorably.
Sevoral nations are already feankly Tascist, mEny
mare are temding toward that direction. It is a
stendy alboit uneven, petzification of international
capitalist society into the hardened forms of fas-
cixt death,

Why does fascism everywhere appear as the
fated affinity of Capitalism? Why b= £ that Caf-
Italist “Hemoerncy” cannot withstand the attacks
of this monster?

Elgki

One of the reasons why bourgeois forces
have joined in the fight against Fascism—
Hitler, last March, declaring the Locarno
and Versailles treaties scraps of Paper as
hiz Nazi troops invaded the Rhineland,
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Lebrun, Fresident of

lamel
camps and priscas,

Framee, wheie People's
Front Governmanl gave
little aid to Spain.
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of conceniration whoam "nl-m-ch:rl:':r is &

Mad toe Edward VIII. former
British Emperor, more
latkely famed as Mrs.

Simpions fiance.

putrid carcass'".

Are we to put our fate in the hands of these people, or shall we or-
ganize in One Big Union and settle our fate to suit ourselves? That is the

big gquestion of the age.

It 1n beenose Ddmocrancy canfiot be the theos
retically ideal form of government under Capital-
ismi and was not 0 conceived. The class nature of
capitalist society makes this fmpossible. “Demoe-
raey”" was the slegan and weapon for the overthrow
of feudnlizm. It eannot be the alepan or the
wenpon for the frustration of fnscism.

At the time of the classic overthrow of feudal-
fzm there was no thooght of the “Capltalism" of
today. All elansea subfect to the avthority and
parasitism of the aristocracy and ita church—the
budding boorgesis, the equally bodding Crarker”,
and the peasent were united in & “people’s front”
against foudalism.,

Beeause of the authoritative and caste character
of feudalism and the intellecius] repressivencas of
iw ghareh, the intellecctoal and culteral chanticlears
of the new day declared tho invigorating doctrinos
of democracy. Thoe "“frecdem of man" became tha
inspired rallving cry of the new secial order. This,
eombined with the confused and muddled elsss in-
terests of the varlous groups In the “pecple's
front”, mone of which had foermulated m clenrly-
defined political and economic policy for itsclf
fand which would have been too weak alone to
have imposed it if 4t had) made democracy the
logical pattern of the new political forma.

Hewewer, that demoeracy is not the inmate mate
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af Capltallbm iz clearly seen by the metheds em-
ploved by Capitalism everywhere in its develop-
ment. Where was demosracy in the eoloninl policies
and piracies of the democratic nations? Where was
demoeracy in the United States which ecuntenanead
chatte]l slavery naked and unnshamed until 18637
Where iz democracy up until this day in the in-
dustries of Capitalism? Symptomztically defined,
Fascism is force and viclenee. Has not Capitalism
nbways ‘practiced an incipient faselsm at the peint
where its profits are produced?

Az for the gemeral domestie demeeralic forms
of government, however, how has Capitalism man-
aged? Ideally ansuited for it, Capitalism hos nome.
the-less in some respects turned demccracy into a
very powerful aid for itself. Democracy has been
of incalculable benefit to I:!:Lyi'..:'l.lls-l:u im itz de-
velopmeent by serving ms a smoke screen for it
autoeratic exploibation. It has with surprising effi-
cieney served as & sccial eonftrol to combat the
reballion against the concentration process where-
by the overwhelming majority of the populace has
beon reduced to “wage-slavery™. Politieal frecdom
haz obscured indusirial serfdom.

Im view of this very positive gain from democ.
racy, the capitalist classs has with more or less
grace subjected ifzolf to the expensez and incon-
veniences of demoeracy. Any dangers that might
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arise through it have been neatly evaded heretofore
by outlay to politicians and political parties who
have proved themselves very willing to safeguard
the interests of the capitalist class and do its bid-
ding with fawning servility,

However, as the relationships of Capitalism are
becoming move thoronghly understood, as a pauper-
ized proletariate (actually or relatively) is begin-
fing to stand up in open definnce of its exploiting
masters, as strikes and union organizations become
largor, as the ballat box becomes fore-desmed to
partial control and eventual capture by the nu-
marically largest group in seciety—ihe working-
elass, Democracy must go in order for Capitalizm
to continue to exist, The bed-rock principle of
Capitalism is the exploitation of the workingelass,
and no group eonscious of ita subjestion and doter-
maned fo end it can be resteained oxcept by large-
seale fores. Fassism supplies that foree,—"Democ-
racy” cannot, particelarly when ita political forms
threaten to pass into the hands of the exploited
through a “people’s front”. Wheon the latter hap-
pens, or threatens to occur, or when faced by wide-
sproad Imbor usionizm, Foseism will make fts so-
preme bid for power, as in Germany and Spain,
us it s preparing to do in France.

The phenomenon of Fascism iz not always
gimple and uniform in its development, There is
n great uneveness throughout the world that may
serve to mislead the unwary into the belief that
Eﬂpil-ﬂ.rﬂh D-z-mnr:rn.:;.- ean be 1:|monf;_-d and o fa=-
cist coup d"etat prevented. Presidont Roosovelt,
for example, is regarded in America as bulwark
agninst Fascism. But, Fascism is still out of the
saddle in Washington becapse Democracy ia still

under the comtrol of the capitalist elass. The
“radical” reputation of the President has arousad
the hopes of the yet confused American prole-
tariat and its membera thus remain at losst tem-
porarily quicacent under the rule of thejr T
italiat mastors, It may be, tos, that the “people’s
front” in France, timid and largely unwilling to
introduee drastie changes, yet holding the con-
fidence of a trusting proletarial, may still continue
ko serve largely the clas: intercsta of the emplovers
without the accessity of a fascist coup for some
Eime.

Is this the kind of democracy we want? A de-
miecracy that is suffered becavse it prosides over
an expleited and deluded people unaware of their
real interests? Fascism will remain submerged only
as long as “democracy™ remains workable for the
capitalist elazs: that is, as long as the workers ro-
main content az a submerged and exploited class,
"Tis small glory in auch democracy or the vietarjex
nchioved in its name.

The Roman Heliday of Fasclsm can be thwarted
not by hurling the pitiful shafta of a sham cap-
italist democracy against its iron legions. Only the
grimly alert, courageous advance of an organiza-
tion resolutely determined to root out Capitalism
can be expeoted to “mop up” Fazelsm, Altcrnatives
are few in dangerous situations. The working elass
has pozitively nmo “stake" in Capitalism; buat, even
if you famey that you have, the world eannot omt
ita cakc yot have it teo. Preserve Capitalism, in-
vite Fascism; build a cooperative commonwealth
and smazh Faseism. Out of this & new democracy
shall mrise—the industrinl democracy of coopora-
tive labor.

A Worker's Education

How does it work?

labor— and it's only fifty cents.

Years of Industrial Unioniam™,

ment and the Machine,

had for a dime too,

What is the I, W. W. plan of One Big Union?
There iz a wealth of enlightenment in a liftle Tive cent
pamphlet “One Big Union of All the Workers" that will answer these questions.

What has labor encountered in its years of bitter struggle? In the 172 il-
lustrated pages of the Blood Stained Trail—A History of Militant Labor in
the United States—you will find many athrilling story about the struggles of

What has the I. W. W. done since 1905 when it was started? You can
get the answer up to 1930 for a dime in an 80 page pamphlet “Twentv-five

What shall we do about unemplovment?
dime you can have a scholarly and pointed analysis of this question “Unemploy-

Two books on special subjects, now a little out of date, “The Lumber In-
dustry and Its Workers" and “Coal Mines and Coal Miners” can now each be

And where does the 1. W. W, get its fighting apirit? Buy a little red sOng
baok for another dime, and you will have a fighting spirit tooo, fellow worker.
All these publications may be had from branch offices or from

The Industrial Workers of the World, 2422 N. Halsted 5t., Chicago.

An I.W.W. Library

How s it constructed?

Why does it afflict us? For a
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The Canadian Labor Situation

By WILLIAM MACPHEE
Secretary, Canadian Administration of the [. W. W.

Canadian labor is paying the penalty teday for
1% Yyedrs of bitter internal =trife and failore ta
fizrht for the mdvancement of its intercstz. The
{rade union movement not only failed to hald the
gains from the stroggles of former years, but i
helpless in the face of the present onslaught on the
standard of living, It I= menaced too by a Fascism
which = a reality here.

National unions formed to oppose international
oraflt unions with headquarters in the United States,
Faseist-clerical unions erganized to give the charch
nbealute control owver the Catholie workers, and
politica] party  dominntion and disraption have
emnsculated  the Iabor movement, Independent
Labor Party mombers, Communists and Co-opera-
tive Commonwealth Federntionisis have mmde of it
a battle ground Ffor their conflicting political
theories. The omly call for solidarity and a mili-
tant atruggle i heard from the 1. W, W., the only
indastrial union moverment. John L. Lewiz and the
CID are not, as vel an isa0¢ with the workers of
Canada.

Trade vnions show n steady decline in member-
ship sinee 1929, A slight inerease durlng the past
wear reported by the international eraft unions
wns more than offset by the disolving inte the
A, F.oof L, of the wnions affiliated with the Com-
munizt controlled Workers Unity League. AF, of Lo
aniens claim 178,000 of the 250,000 ﬂTFﬂﬁil:cll
warkers, The AC.C of L. (All Canadinn Congress
of Labor) and the Fedoration of Catholic Warkers
of Canada are the only other trmde onion bodies
with & numerical sirength.

Labor in Canada eccupies & strategic position
by having nearly ene-thivd of itz organized work-
era in the key transportation industry. But, despite
the wital importance of iranaportation §n the
ceonomy 6f the couniry, the moribund rallroad
onions nre stupbdly unaware of the potential power
their position gives them. Publie serviee, coal min-
ing, building construction, and the garment trades
are the other depariments of indastey that report
a large percentnge of orpanized workers, With the
exception of conl the extractive industries nnd the
ap-called mass predoction indusiries are for the
most part unorgnnized.

"It was ehough for trade wpionism in Canade 10
divide f=elf because of national and religious in-
tereats bat §f had to resort to despicable seabbing
tagiica to maintain these divisions within tacli.
Thiz haz been particularvly =0 ginee 1827 whon
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mujor naticnel wnions affiliated 10 form a eeniral
trmide union body, the ACAO of L Drspi.l!t' the
npparent logie of the remson given for the organ-
izntion of national unionz, to abalish the rackeloer-
ing practices and the burerperatic officialdom of
the international unions, there was ne jostifigation
for n national trade union movement. The national
uniens failed to accomplish the porpos: they were
oetensibly orgunizod for and have fostercd union
racketeering and a burenucracy surpassing that
of the AF, of L, at its worst, Besides, national
unteng are an angchronfem in Cannda where the
ramifieationz of international capitalizm are more
obvivus than elsewhere. This may explain why they
have made such slight headway desplie their readi-
nes: to break the aipikes of Ehe intermational
nnians,

One affilinte of the ALCC of L., the 0GB,
iOne Big Union), deserves mention. Ovpanized
in 1818 sz a revolutionary ardnemic movement,
it has existed for mony years on the j{lﬂﬂ'_"i' of ita
one militant act, participation in the Winnipeg
peneral strike of 1919, Daring the present dispute
in the AC.C, of L. officinls of the OB aligned
themselves with the red-baiting faction. Thas we
find the once revalutionary wniom to thie exireme
right of an uliva repctionnry Inboer body.

This comparative passiveness of the Jdominant
fabor crganizations in Canndn and the absence of
even the most clemental form of =olidarily enabled
the employers saeces=fully to combat labor withoud
extengive nse of those mennces of the American
lakor movement, company unionism and pre-
fessional apying and  strike-broaking agencies
However, it 2 all oo evident that their use is in-
criasing.  Powerful corporations like the Inter-
national MNiekel and the Abitibi Fower and Papoer
use both of theas methods o prevent the orgen-
izatton of thelr employees, and company unionism
recently made its appearance in the textile field,
mn important industry in Canads, Tt {2 alsa certain
the presént weak-kneed and vaclilating policy of
trade unionism cannet prevent thelr growth,

A far greater danger to labor in Canada than
SO unionism ar Hlﬂ'ﬂ'lf]blkil:'ﬂn:- in industry b
te ke found in the alarming growth of Fasciam,
In the Provines of Quebie vou eannot now aay,
“It Can't Happen Here Yoo need not attempt w
pEove it can happen, i is happening here. Deep-
rooted comservative traditions, religions fervor anad
n militant netlonalizng have made the ptﬂ-plﬁ af

{Continned on page 27)
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“Aw, Sit Down!”

By MELVIN W. JACKSON

MNotes
On A New Ern
OFf Direct Action

“A fantastic situation!" exclaims one weekly wvoice of American employers

about sit-down strikes.

“We are tired of having to get passes to enter our own factories,” many French

capitalists protest,

Employers become powerless in the face of stay-in or sit-down strikes. The iren
hand that holds the economic life of thousands becomes putty when confronted by

these aroused workers.

The sacred property rights of the industrial tyrant are being questioned, and the
absentes owner tremblea lest sit-down strikes become more popular.

A new era of working-clasz solidarity is dawning. The slumbering giant is afir-

ring and testing his chains.

Orthodex unionism is finding 1tself swept on in the rizsing tide of solidarity. Work-
ers are apontaneously realizing they have a weapon more powerful than any ever

dreamed.

Totally unorganized workers are arislng in pro-
test against deplorable conditions and are awaken-
ingg to the ndvantages of indnstrin]l anfonism. The
stay-in strikes in Jung in France wore spontaneous
and took the trade unions by surprize. Fremeh
trade nnions are said to be enjoving an unprece-
dented growih due ta the -:n't'rwhq'imi.niz suceirss of
these strikes. One observer writes, "It ean be said
roughly that the number of trade unionista has
gone op from BO0G000 ta 4,400,000 sinee June,
Zome instances: The number of office employees
pazzed from 25,000 to 25,000, the food workers’
union from 20,000 to 50,000, the Galeries la
Fayette, which had not one single organized work-
er, now numbora 2000 of them. Even the am-
ployess of the Bangue de France begin to draw up
their demands.™

Two thonsand British and Welsh conl miners re-
cently preferred to remain underground in the
mines unlil thelr demands were met,

Minera at Pecs, Hungary, Heewise declared a
“Uetny-down™ sirike to wring concessions from the
OWTHTE.

Poland, Coechosiovakin, Silesin, Indin, Argenting,
Brazil, Mexico—all of these countries have wit-
nesed within the past year the aalidarlty of work-
ors united in econombe direct actlon. Slt-down
strikes, stay-in strikes, hunger strikes—all these
eche a grim determination of militant workers.
Workers who refuse to leave undergroind mines
or who remain at their factory benches or in their
stores and restaurants and offices while striking
—this is the new type of class struggie confronting
capitalizm.

Twelve

Last Jumne these French workers decided
to take it easy, They won big gains.

Even in Faseist Germany, ]'mlj'r.r and Nazi Storm
Troops become pnu‘rr!r:.ﬂ in the Tact of sit-down
strikes, which have oeccurred in protest agninst
further wage ecuts, The ). K. W. AMobor Works
ai Spandew, and the Motor Works of Bauer and
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At South Bend, Ind., 4,200 workers
adopt the same {actic to fight discrimina-
tion and win their point. Their wives and
girl friends brought them their provisions
through the windows,

Schauberte in the Rhineland both witnessod suge-
cisalul stay-in strikes rocontly.

American rubber and tire companies, Bendix
Avintion, Genernl Electefe, R.C.A., WPA workers
in Mew York, Pennsylvanis, Ilinods, and eclgo-
where, Reading Mald Hoslery, Aluminam Co. of
America, New York Shipbuilding Co. and many
other corporations can testify to the efficiency of
rit<iown strikes by their lessened profits—and the
workers of many of these places can hold up fattor
pry envelopes ms mute testimony of their suscess,

Violence, rioting, and bloodshed: for years and
years these have been the pet bogeys of union
haters, “Terrorism, destruction, and gore” meant
the same thing as “strike™ to labor balters. They
draggod these skeletons out to dangle before the
novrified eyes of scissorbills whenever anvone even
whizpered “strike™ or “solidarity™. “See what will
happen," cmployers have exclaimed as they reached
for the telephone to call their tin =oldiors or Yoris
vate detoctives” fo eome and da some rlating nnd
terrorising for them,

Mow, alas and alack, these myths which were o
conventently used by the bosses are being dis-
pelled.

“Business Week"” complaing, *Sit-downs were so
frequent that the unlon set up & systen that placed
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the striking workers in charge of the plant dar-
ing dizstorbances, Men were told off beforchand
te guard doors, round wp supervisors ‘for safe-
keeping in ease of tronble’ and generally take over
the plant.”

Order, self-discipline, and responsibility have
universally eharacterized all sit-down strikes, The
emplayers, alone, have been direetly responzible
for any bloodshed or destruction of property—
because the workers realized that it s not by thoss
tncties that theie strikes are won.

In the recent French sit-down strikes which in-
vilved so many industrios 1t ia =aid the machines
wore prociously taken emre of. The furnaees which
must never go out were kept going: In the tan-
yards the skins remained bathed, and every
maorning the mrsons wet the stones of the houses
they were building. In short all work that could
not be stopped without setual damage to valuable
materials or machines was kept golng by the
Airikers,

The workers here demonstrated they can take
over and ron industries without the parssitie con-
trol by a master-class, and that they can ran them
in an orderly and intelligent fashion. This is one
thing capitalism has found itself unable ta do:
run industry in an orderly and intelligent fashion.

Where workers have not given politielans comn.
trol of their strike, the sit-down astrike has boen
uniformly and wnivorsally suceesaful since the fiest
one—the IWW strike of 2,000 General Electrle
crtployess in 1004,

The fact that the ownership of an industry b
lorga to the workers in that industry, just ns the
toothbrush he uses should belong to him: the faet
that s worker has just ns definite a right to the
job upom which his ecconomic life dopends as he
has upon his halr: the fact that the rights of the
parasitic clase should met imelude the ownership
of tocls they nover use but upon which others
lives depends—these ficts are all understood by n
sit-down striker, though he may not recognize them
a2 such,

The worker at his machine which he refuses
vither to leave or to opernto until his demands are
granted, and the factory which eontinues to boe
operated by strikers, declare the warker's right 1o
his machine, and his ability to run §t when the
shackles of capitalist ownership are shaken off,
though &t the time it be only temporary.

Where economie direct setion and working clnss
solidarity are used in struggles agninst the master
clazs, the workers will never loss,

“Freedom cannot be gained through intermeds.
HEICE.
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“An Injury To One Is An Injury To All”

These children went out to play in the streets of Madrid.

These German and Italian bombs came down from German and [talian airplanes
and killed these children, ;

There is no war between Germany, Italy and Spain.

Instead there is a war by General Franco who set out to overthrow the gov-
ernment elected there last February and to smash all the labor unions, and establish
Fascism where labor had established democracy.

If France wins, there will be a new base from which the fascist gangsters of
the employing class can wreak vengeance on labor in other countries as today they do
in Spain. And someday your children may go out to play—and it most certainly can
happen here,

Ship no materials te Cadiz or any other Fascist port. Instead send whatever you
can in the line of clothes or anything else that may be useful to our fellow workers
in Epain. Buy a few more C.N.T. stamps from the LW.W. for your union book or as
SOUVENIrs,

And don't let your neighbors and fellow workers be bamboozled by any cap-
italist press nonsense about labor’s aims in Spain.
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Francisco Ascaso

The Life, Troubles, and Death of a Spanish Worker

Ab every tarning poind in history sapermen ap-
pear—fighting leaders and heroes, Prancisca As-
camt was the stormy petrel, the fighting leader and
hero of the present Spanish Revolution, The ad-
miration with which the world looks today at the
Spanizh people, their zelf-aacrifive, their undaunted
courage and defermination, their valiant struggle
for human ideals, must he aticibuted, to a great
exbent, to the oxmmple et by Ascnso,

Who waa Francisco Ascase? The thied son of
homble baker, Franclaco was barn in 1201 in the
small market town of Almudevar, in the provines
of Huesea, which s st present witnossing severe
Cighting. While still & veuth he displayed unuswal
observation and was endowed with a talent for
drawing which caused the village schoolmaster to
entertain hopes of making an artist of the baker's
ROT,

When Francisco wns eleven years old his father
died and the family were to compelled to give wp
their buginess and move to Sammgossa. The twa
eldest sons, Domingo and Alefandre, helped their
mother anmd young sistor Marfe, but Frmnelsco
became and odd-job boy in & bar, where he
spent four years working from 18 to 18 hours a
day. Herc in the bard and practical school af Jife
the young man learned to understand social evils
and injustices, and the necds and misery of his
own  people,

Al the age of fifieen, Franciscs was apprendiosd
to & baker, with the intention of following in his
fathers footstepe. He had just started his appren.
ticeship when n baker's strike broke oot in Sare
goss.  The fifteen year old boy had already o
much class knowledge that he Immediatoly joined
the strikers. One day, meeting a strike broakor

in the strest carrying bread, the Ind urged
him et guit work. The steike-broaker re-
Tused and in ne time the bread basket was

rolling in the middle of the rord and the loeaves
in a nearby brook, As a result of this “political
act” Francisoo spont two weeks In jail,

Aftor his relense he found he was Bnished with
the baking trade as no baker in Saragossa would
employ this “rebel”, He obiained work ng a
waiter, however, and spent his leisure houms study-
ing the writings of the preat social and revaly-
thonary thinkers,

In 1920, the editor of the Herald De Arngon
wag killed by an avenging bullst, Thiz man was
sgid to huve been responsible for the shooting of
soven soldiers during o military uprising In Sarm-
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As told in the C.N.T.
"Baletin de Informacion™

gossi, The Government accused the Ascaso
brothers of thiz killing of the editor, His two
brothers pscaped, but Franciseo fell into the hands
aof the police, Although all the accused cowbd
furnish undentable proof of thelr ianceence, the
reactionaries wanted their heads, and the death
sentence was prenounced. In view of the energetic
protests of the moms of the people, the matheritics
did mot dave to earry out the verdiet bot sontonted
thomselves with eondemning Franciseo to four
vears imprisonment, thinking to cure him of his
revolutionary ideas.

Ascaso came out of jail bearing on hiz bodv the
evidence of wounds, blows and lashes, The renc-
tionarics had shown him what was evstomary in
the days of Torquemads. All those tortures to
which ean be added thivst and hunger had weaken-
od Francizeo®s body but strengthened his mind and
fighting spirit. Az scon as he rocovered his liber-
i¥e Ascaze becamse active in a circle ealled YVOLa
UNTAD (will) which was also the name of 2
weekly newspaper published by this cirele i do-
fenae of the first International.

In 1822, Asenso wen: to Barcelona, where s
got in touch with Juan Garcin Oliver, Rafola, Baix,
Vidal, Montserent, Durroti and others. He wos
warking as a walter and hiz spare time was dovot-
ed to the movement. He founded the ONT Wal-
ors Syndicate.

Ascaso later loft the Catalan Capital to go to
La Coruna whore he intended embarking for Bo-
ilvin, There he hoped to renlize the dream of his
youth—te go around wandering as Jack London
had dome. But in Galacia, Francizee, remember-
ing his true mission amd the sad sitostion of the
Spanish preletariat, returned to Saragossa. Here
he met again his old friends and opponents of the
“"Froe Syndicates” In Saragoesa, the church, in
the person of the Cardinal Soldevile intripaed
againat the preletnriat. The Cardinnl was oxecut-
ed by some despaiving workers, and again Ascaso
along with o few other comrades was put in jmil
He romained here from June to December Sth,
1823, when he eseaped with 23 friends. Only
Aszcase and one of his companions reached Franee.
the other 21 were eaught and punished for an of-
fenee they had never committed.

Acnso found wew friends, comrades and fight-
€rs in Paris. There nlso he made the acquaintanes
of his wife Berta. In Juane, 1824, he embarked
with Durruti for Buenoa Afres and spread his ideas

(Contlnwed on page 310
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LABOR IS ON THE MOVE

An Analysis of the Labor Struggles of 1936

By CHARLES VELSEK,
Chairman, General Executive Board of the LW.W.

_ The American labor movement throughout 1936 has been characterized by in-
creasing militancy, an extensive use of newer tactics and strategy, and a greater de-
sire than ever shown before “to stick together.” This has been shown both in strike
policy, and in such substitutes for real industrial unionism as the numercus federa-
tions, and semi-industrial unions formed, and in the launching of the C.I.O. [t has
also been shown by the extent to which white collar groups and others who don't
usually organize, have joined in the common battle of their class.

: Is labor ready for industrial unionism and the One Big Union idea? Is it pos-

sible to achieve the desired solidarity by means of the old unions? Will some new
leadership lead to victory, or will it be necessary for workers themselves to organize
and determine the policies of their own unions?

That lzbor is willing to fight & shoewn by such
instances ag the hbatibe in Kent, Ohlo, sgninst
atrike breakers brought in for Black & Decker,

through the picket Une. While the strike was on,
it affilinted ltself with the A. F, of L., only to be
rebuffed by having the printing trades (of which

mkkers of eleetrieal equipment, or by the strike
against MNorthwestern Barbed Wire, where C.I0O,
lenders contracted for peace while paz bombs were
being hurled at the picket line, or by either the
militant tactics in the present atrike against the
Celanese Corporation of Cumberland, Md., o1
oven i the passlve resistanee methods of the knbi
hosiery workers at Berkshire Mills, Pa., deapito
vomitting gas, police and evon zoological skunks

All too often this yenr workers have Been stop-
pad by their unions from fighting effectively. The
RCA strike at Camden &5 & sorry instance of work-
erg boing needlessly subjected to palies brutalitics
and deprived of the completeness of wictory tha
could have been theirs. Ouot under the C.10O.
lemcorship of Mr. Lowis, after Mr. Groen had de-
cided that the idea of & semi-industrial union for
radio and electrical workera waz highly improper,
the strike was put off while the company pro-
pared, Finks were eseorted through the plant
while the finger was put on the most active anlon
men.  When the surprise sirike was to be ealled
at noon of June 21, the union Informed the police
ahepd of time=—and the police were there with
thelr elubs and remained throughouot the strike.
Beatings and jailinga became the arder of the day.
The strike ended with many of the best unionisis
oul, despite the splendid support given them by
tha Shipbuilders Union,

White Collar Werkers

Of the neweomoers to the labor movement, the
reporters and editorial workers have by far becn
the most energetlc. The American Newspaper
Guild went on striks agninst Hearst’'s Wiseonzin
Nows while the printing trndes  walked dafly

Biniren

(Gun battle in Kent, Ohio, strike against
thugs imported for Black & Decker, mak-
ers of electrical equipment. Tt was an
armed fort until cops and A, F, of L. lead-
ers escorted the thugs to the local jail
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Here a Camden RCA striker is held by
a cop while a plain clothes fink, who was
given the opporiunity to pick him out be-
fore the strike, i twisting hiz arm.

Mr. Howard, by the way, was a leading exponent
of the CI10.) sabotape their campaign to stop

slverttsing in the strock sheet when these union
placed ads of fulseme praise for Mr, Hearst in

.

the seab newspaper. The vast differcnee betwoon
their Milwaukee and Beattle sirikes s entively se-
counted for by the greater measure of solidariby
shown by the unions—~For which the
LW.W. by the way is vociferously Wamed by west
copst reactionarier.  There the printers did not
walk throogh their picket line despite their con.
tracts. When Hearst was brought to terms over
the Seatile PI, Mr. Green, moch to the injury of
the Guild, snd over their strenoous objections,
stuck Ris noss in to make g =citlement and to des
prive thom of the Inbor sopport that would have
made B bottor settloment possible.  Despite the
dirty deal given them, tha Newspaper Guild still
belleves in solidarity, and in the curment strike
of the peinters in Flushing, N. Y., the reportors
and editorial workers are not walking throogh the
printers” picket lime. It kBB & good omen of the
tmes,

Mot very long ago, it was considered below tho
dignity of office workerz and othoer white collar
holp to resort teo & strike to got their demands,
Even a vear airo the LW.W, membors in Cleveland

wiest const
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felt well in advanee of the rest of the world when
their organized produoction workers in metal plants
struck to support the demends of the office work-
ard in the same plants. White collar workers were
considered something apart from the rest of the
working poople, but expericnce has shown them
that they too are explofted, and that if they are
to get more of the good things of life, they must
band togeiher and use thelr sconomic power to
pood advantage. A considerable numbor of atrikes
thia laxt vear was condueted by workera of this
L i

In March, zehool tenchers in Josaup, Pa., streck
for their back pay,

Music arrangoers,
copyists and proof read-
ers struek in New York
City against 31 con-
corng on March 31, and
by the first of May the
girike spread to 52 com-
TS, Band  leaders
gave them good sup-
pori. An agreement wos
sgipned Mavy 8.

Employes of the May
Skore in New York City

were out for many
months, and Norman
Thomas got wrrested

for aiding their picket
line. Other depariment
slores had ahortar
sirikes. An independent
unicn of the clerks of
the A & P stores in
Clevelnnd won big guins
for themaelwes and
wanted fo oatablish so-

This oeculist
M.D. degree in
ticiam's abrike waa
ene of many white collar

with an
an ape
only

lidarity with the ware- “Wiﬂh}. tﬁ'. ill"j:ht kl]‘h

= YERF capital  workers,
h.uu::- employes in the bﬂutit:'-.n.: Py ttica e,
A. Fooof Lo who went i’ guild, as well as
on strike to have their school teachers, music
picket line shattered by 4rrangers, and oditorial
the police and the A. 7. ;:_:;“' all joined in the

af L. beamsters acting
in unison. Philsdolphin was alss the scéne of &
prolonged strike of store elerks.

Hospital workers for the New York City Peoly-
clinic came out agninst wage eata. Thirty-five
pickets were arrested on May 18, and 15 more an
May 26, Ewven the cartconksta® goild struck to
raige their rates on Collepe Humor and other mag-
szines on June 7. White collar workers have sure-
Iy been on the move,

Agricaltars

Arkansas witnessed an apheaval of tenant fare-
ers, botber known as sharecroppers, against the
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landownerd. These Arkansas tenant farmers, in
conirast Lo thode found In the MNorth, are folks wha
have only their labor power to soll, and having no
other market for it, do it by sharecropping. This
practice grew out of the liberation of the Negroes
during the Civil War, Hundreds of thousands of
MNegroes were procinimed no longer slaves, but
that did noet solve thalr etandmie probloms. Tl'll."}'
still hnd to ent and clothe themselves. The lapd-
owners devised the systom of sharecropping and
the Negroes were forced to accept their terms. In
most southern states it is Hitle better than chatiel
slavery. Long sgo it censed to bo & Nogro gues-
tion, for white sharceropping familbies of the South
excoed the eolored families by 400,000,

In Arkansas conditions became unboarable. The
Bharecroppers Union was started, uniting labor
regardless of race.  Flopgings, suspected murder.
a return to metwsl slavery, and the deporting of
militant unionists have charactevized thelr strug-
gle of this year. That their fight will Improve
conditions is beyond doubt,

In California, agricultural workers and especial-
Iy fruit and vegetable packers have put up a sirug-
gle. The packeras had previously made heavy gains
by well-timed fob action—for lettoee, ote,, must
be kept fced and shipped prompély. The heavy
arrests of siriking fruit pickers in Santa Ana in
July, nnd the hattle agrinst gas and elubs in Sa.
linaz later in the year, adequately atiest the wil-
lingnesa of these workerz to fipght, and likewise
thele need for an aggressive job action type of in-
dustrial anton. The plan of the A, F. of L. to se-
cure rodress of their grievances by lobbying and
by securing sympathy for injured plekets is not
likely to get the desired resulis. The Genernl Con-
ventlon of the LW.W, sericusly considered this
entire sitonation in planning its campaign there for
this coming spring.

In North Dakoba and Minnesota we find farm.-
ors working on W.P.A. projects (and now talking
of a fight to keep from getting laid off) al wages
higher than thoss they offered for thelr heavy
work during I!'hn:'.ihi.rlg' and 'hrl.r'.'n:.g.l;ing. In several
communitics business men and townspeople demied
water even to transients who refused to take jobs
at 320 per month, while farmers were doing W.P.
A. work which theae transkents weren't allowed 1o
touch.

Lumber

Working and living conditions for lumber work
ers of the Northwest were unbearable prior to
19417. However, these conditions were Improved
imminsely by the Lumber Workers Industria] Un-
o of the ILW.W. Wapes were raised to o level
never before dreamed of in the industry., In gen.
cral, conditions were =6 vastly improved that tells
ing of them almost sounded like fairy tales to the
listeners.  These condifions were mabninined for
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SNE YOaTs, bt with the |rﬁ|l|th‘]ﬂ' of orgamzntion
in the indosiry, thes: eonditions began te dis-
appear and slowly bul surely, step by atep, pra-
LW.W. conditions hegan to appear., Wages came
down to & minimum, Discontent among [umber
WOrkera grew stranger. Attempts to organize thom
were made by various labor ereanizations, huo

A picket in the I. W. W. lumber strike
in Idaha.

lamber workers, remembering their experiences of
veara ago, knew that only one crganization ecould
do anything for them and that organization was
the LW.W.

In LB35, o eampaign among fhem wes started by
the IL.W. W, The responge recoived by the organiz-
ors was gratifying. Oldtimers, whoe have been
dormant for several years insofar as organization
was eoneerncd, were again Imbued with the spirii
of the LW.W, and bepan to indoce thelr fellow
workers to join Lumber Waorkers Tmdasteial Union
Moo 120, The younger lumber jacks followed suite
and before long the LW, W. was again n power in
the wooads, especinlly In the castern Washingten
and Idabo districts,

The organization mode itself felt and sonditions,
which were on the down grado, began to get bet-
ter a8 the osrpanization grew, The first strike in
this latest organization deive amongst the lumber
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workers of the Northwest occurred in Idake on
March 23, againat Weyerhaeuser and the Unted
Artist Movie Corporation, The Movie Company
hired men from Headquarters enmp of the Pob-
latch Foresta Ine, to take shots of a log drive for
the filns, “Come and Get 1t." The men were hired
for $4.00 and board for 8 houwrs work. This was
chamged to #3400 and board for a ton hour day on
the job. The men struek and after 26 hoors ware
gramted $4.00 and beard for an & houwr day, comp
to eampy, ard time and a half for avertime.

The seeond strike oeeurred at Camp L st Swamp
Creck, Flumiog of logs had just staried. Wator
was at its peak, Wages were from £1.80 w £4.40
with £1.20 taken out for board, Loggers present-
od demands to the company for 2500 and board.
The company refused to grant the demands and a
strike was called, The strikerz won out after four
days and in addition received time and & half for
overtimie.

On April 80, a log drive was about to start down
thie North Fork River of the Clearwater. Drivers
struck agminst Potlateh and won a ratse  from
E5.00 nnd board to 26.00 amd board after being
opt 48 hours,

Workers of the Winton Lumber Company hear
Enaville made domands of 50 per day. The
company gave in without a struggle, but ns seon
as the loggers found out that 36.00 was won st
North Fork, they demanded 36.00 for themsclves
The demands were not granted, se the lumber
jacks struck and won,

Encouraged by the earller vletories amd deter
mineid to improve the ot of lumber workers, mem-
bers of the LW.W., salked out on sirike on June
24, and tied up the entire Clearwater disteiet 100
per cont. Later the strike spread and before long
2,000 loggers were otat, Demands ineladed 600
pet day minimum wages, a 32500 a menth raise
for all monthly men, no grppaing in cook houses,
time and & half for overtime, free menls for men
seeking work at eamps, board not to execed FL20
per day, ne dizerimination sgainst union men,
single bunks aml & change of sheets nnd pillow
enzed at least onee each weekk.

On July 18, several non-Weyerhaeuser lombgr
intercst camps, in the St Marles distriet, granted
the demands of the strikers. The Weyorhasuser
imteresiz were determined not to ghve in. A relpn
of terrorizm wns institoted. Piekels were arrested
without cause. Cn August 2, gonmen shob inta &
group of pickets 10 miles from Pieree, Idaho, on
the old Orofine rond. Mike Stetz, L. L. Lrenkey,
Conrnd Hill, Arnold Brinker snd Lloyd Gusiafson,
pickets, were wounded. Stetz pnd Genkry are not
cxpectod to get well, The gunmen and the re-
maining pickets were arvested, Bonds of 1500
cach were placed against the pickeis, while the
gunpten wers relessed on bonds of only 357540, Twoe
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of the injured plekets were aent by the wnien to
ricoporate at Work Peoplea College in Duluth,
Minn., and inerease their wusefulpess to the labor
maveE ek

The shooting proved a wenderful apportunity
for Governor Ross to deelnre Martial Law in the
strike zone, Treops were moved in on August 3.
An edlet that all strikers wonld be deported out of
the atate was fsaged but wes later vescinded by the
Governar hocawse of presure  broaght to bear
against him and Senator Borah, Although the de-
partation erder was  deepped, Evert Anderson,
Gionéeral Executive Board momber of the LW, W,
was doporied to the State of Washingion two
times. Muny more arrests besides those mentioned
were e and finally on August 22 the atrike
ended with considerable gains. Not all LTS L
waon, but the lopwrers were determined that boefore
long the emtire lumber industry of the Northwest
would be erganized under the banner of the LW,
W. They have made good progress alomg these
lines amd we shall hear more from them later,

Motal Mining

The bloodiest sirike of 1338 in the metal maning
industsy wes in Birmingham, Alsbamn, calied on
Jume 1|, apninst the Tenneasce Coal, Tron & R. K.
Co.  Iron and Ceal are mined peactically im the
aame flefd and haoled io a blast furnace. The
iron i& taken out of shafiz on the side of a hill by
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Scabs leave Alabama Mine of the Ten-
neszee Coal, Iron and R, R. Co.
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the river. On the very first doy of the steike
& scabs were wounded by gunshot aa they emergod
from one of the shafts. Again on Jaly 13, more
violence oceurred, The sirike was finally called
off by the Internatiopal Mine, Ml & Bmelter
Workers on August 20, on an agresment to try
adt o new tonnage payment plan,

On July 25, n strike of the same Unlon against
the Junea Gold Mining Company for a elosed shop
wis gpheld by the Mational Labor Relations Board,

In Ultnh, a strike of 3,000 motal miners was de-
clared in Octobor. The strike is atill in progress
at the time of writing,

Quarry Warkers

At Philadelphia, Pa., a strike condusted by the
Bullding Workers Industrin]l Unian No. 330 of the
LW.W. againat three quarries where stone for
building purpeses waa being quarried, was won in
a very short time, Inereased wages, recognition
and the B=hour-dsy was granted.

Another quarry strike of over seven month dur.
atiom ended in Jaly when o settlemont offered by
the Vermont Markle Ce., was accepted by the mon.

Coal Hlpln'

Employment in the ¢oal miining industry has
dropped from 180,000 in 10284 to less than 100..
000 today. Whele towns hnve been ruined and
thelr popalations left Lo exist on relief or bootleg
conl.  Bootlegging coal, especially in Pennsylva-
nis, beeame quite an induesiry among unemployid
miters.  Miners would dig coal In places where
companics found it unprofitable to do =0, and the
coal would be seld divecily to consumers, This
the conl companica resented and in April the first
blood was spilt when twe miners were shot by
company guards, Tho company for whoem the
guards worked did not explain the presence of
these puards in vielation of a recent met of the
legrislature abolishing eanl and iron police in Penn-
sylvania,

In the Anthracite coal ficlis severnl strlkes oe-
curred prior to the signing of an agrecment which
ta w0 last until April 30th, 1038, deapitc rising
prices. The sgrecmont calle for a sevenchour day
and five-dny week with the same rate of pay as
formerly paid for 8 hours; complote chock-off and
complote respenstbility on UMWA officors to pre-
vant strikes In violation of agreement. However,
strikes bad to be enlled againat 16 companics on
August 27 in order to get them to live up to the
agrecment.

In Hlimeks, a jorisdietional strike was enlled in
Zaline eounty, by the Progressive Miners of Ame-
riea on Mareh dth, over the spening of Peabody
mines 43 and 47 under UMWA contract. In Sa.
line County, 4,000 of the 5.000 miners belong o
the PMA.

Tweniy

Building Tradea

Strikes concerning wages and other questions
were namerous in the building industry. On Jan.
10, the electrical workeras brouwght the Board of
Education of New York City to terms in buflding
the Sam Gompers High School. The demmnds of
the wnlon were for the hiring of at least 505 Un-
ion workoes and the balance to be hired from ra-
lief rolls. On July 28, in Detroit, Michigan, 250
ntembers of the Lathers, Plnstorers & Laborers As-
sogiatbon, an independent onion, relurned to work
after & one-day strike, which resulted in & tem-
porary agreement to hire none but union moen on
all lnthing jobs and arbitration of & mew wagee
seale to be guarantecd by an sgrecment expiring
May 15, 1937, On August 27, 12,000 painters of
New York City struck for the enforcement of the
contract and for the olimination of the “kick
back," and for the hiring of 0% of the men from
upitn rolls.  The sirike spread to Brooklyn on
Soplember Zod nnd was settled on Septémber 5,
the anlon gaining its point. Seven panters wire
held for vielence during this stefke. Othor airikes
were cobducbed in this indestry, most of which
were sottled immoedintely,

Garment and Textile Workers

Troops were brought te Albany, Indiana, on
danuary 21, o quell & strike which waa in prog-
ress sinee September 1035, spainst M. Fine &
Boms, makers of shirts. The sirlke was for the
restoration of NRA rate of wages,

Contracts which arc to last two years were sign.
ed by the LI.G.W., and the five employer Froiijs
in the dress Industry, covering 150,000 workoss,
Negotistions were in progress from January 7,
when the first strike threat was made until Febru-
ary 21, Furrlers also made agreements on Janu-
ary 31, but not weill after concurrent strikes were
planned.

Strutwear Hosiory  workers in Minneapolis
struck for several months, during which time Gov-
ernor Olson threatened to elose the plant, but was
enjoined from dolng so by order of n Federal
Court. The strike ended April b with some de-
mands granted the workers,

Enit good workers struck in four plants in New
York City on July 18, und threatened to picket
the U. 5. Re-Employment Service for acting as a
strike-breaking agency. Five milla were called
oul on July 26, On August 25, 4,000 retorned to
work as the sirike was aettled in some places, con-
tinuing in cthers.

The large strike against the Borkshire Mills of
Wyomirsing, Pa., has resulted in severe injuries
to many workers, over 200 baing injured on Oet. 2
alone. The strike eontinues with the use of pas-
sive resistance methods.
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when the first strike threat was made until Febru-
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planned.
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ernor Olson threatened to elose the plant, but was
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Following the dress good workers strike, the
pattorn makers struck March 3. Falr solidavity
was shown by refusing to cat from "“hot" patterns.

The Metal Industries

In Jannary recognition of the ILW.W, shop com-
mitiee was granted by the American Hrass Come
pany of Clevelsnd. A wapge Increaze which was
to tmke effoct on July 1, did not materinlize, 50 on
July B the plant was struek. The strike ended on
Septomber 14 when a & per eent wage incrense
was granted, The management when the skrike
firat broke out wns adamant and refuscd to con-
sider any propozals submitted by the strike com-
mittee, Enesuraged by the Associated Indwstries,
they tried turning public sentimont against the
strikers by having police stationed before the plant
and ueing the time worn anti-unijon bomb scare,

Anocther strike in the Brass & Copper Industry
was that of the Phelps Dedge Copper & Brass
Produets, of Elizabeth, N. J. 200 walked out on
August 27. The strike was sebtled September 1,
with wage inerenses, 48-hour week and time and
n helf for overtime.

On May 22, a strike was called at Portsmouth,
Ohido, by 5,000 workers agzinst the Wheeling Steel
Company. The strike was finally ended on July
13, when sn understanding was reached that terms
would b made 14 days later. Several strikers
were Injured and one guard killed duering the
strike, On July 20, six unionists were indicted for
the death of the guard.

Other minor strikes cccurred In steel and for a
while it seemed ns though the whole industry would
he invelved when Lewia and hi= CI.0. made an
attempt fo organize the industry. Bat like other
much advertised general moves by the A. F. of L.,
it did not materinlize and steel workers, while they
awakt better organization, content themaslves with
the slender bonuses paid by these corporations
that have paid big bonuses o stock holders,

In the asute industry lebor has eertainly shown
a willingness to go further than jts C.LO, leader-
ship permits.  Sit down strikes have been frequent
from the sit-down I the Toledo Durm Manufae-
turing Co., makers of aute hardware, in March
to the Case, Bendix and Midland Steel sit downs
of recent weeka, It hoz been & busy year for the
industry, and lack of an orgmnization to unite ali
workers in body, parts, and assembly plants io
take advnntage of the faverable opportunity will
ne doubt Inter be regretted.

That the A. F. of L. is no bettor able to bandle
these big metal working moguls than the new C.
I. O, is apparent from the leng deawn out fight
against Bemington-Rand. Here with their plants
seattered mervoss o great ares, the need for indos-
trial organization to Eie up all plantz i= ao obwvi-
oug, It necd searesly be mentioned.
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Other Manufacturing

The wave of militaney characteristic of labor
this year has shown itself in manufacturing strikes
tas numersus for the scope of this summary, Rab-
ber workers in Alkron and Toledo by frequent st
downa {geverely frowned apon by the officials of
their anlensl have won many points, and built
up Birong unien sentiment among wll workers in
their communities, Teledo hzs become a militant
labor town as a whoele, gas, match and metal
workers all joining in the common cpuse.

This eommunity union entiment, a splendid
amen for the growth of One Big Unlom, has ap-
peared elsowhere,  In Pekin, IIl, after the work-
or3 at the American Distillery Co. had beeon out
for six months, o genernl strike declared by all 31
unions in the town brought it te a settlement on
February 8. Minnenpolis is o slmilar instanee,
where flour mill strikes, grain elevator strikes,
truck drivers” sirikes. jewelry workers strikes,
all synchronized to make it one striking town in
the first part of Beptember.

In recent months, the flnt glass workers, largely
engaged in supplying glass te the auto induostry,
have shown increasing militaney. They have re-
fused to work on ordors sent from s struck plant
to another, and aute workers have refused Eo
work with seab glasses. This f= as it should be.

Railway Induastry

Generally speaking, lnbor trouble wos at a mink-
mum in the raflvend indostry in 1936, The moat
important isaue fought over between the rallroad
companles and workers was whether or not two
men should be employed on Dicsel engines. The
companies contenwd that only one man is necessary
because of the newly invented dead-man's threttle
which if released by the engineer will stop a train
immodintely. Workers on the other hand contend
that rviger mottls may cause him to hold it amd be-
sldea it is absolutely necessary for two men to be
on Ehe alert at all times to guarantes a higher
degren of safety, However, in moat cases where
this lssue was fought, the workers got thelr way.
This was mostly duoe teo strike threats and publie
sentiment.

Sirlke votes wore taken by the employves of the
Mabile & Ohie and by the engineers of the West-
ern Pacifie, Janoary 20 and May 22, respectively,
These strikes did not materialize. A strike that
did materialize and which was splendidly fought
with the aid of women, was the strike of the train
erews of the Loulsiana & Arkatsss snd the Lowi-
sionn, Arkansas and Texas, The women played
an important part, turning hoses upon scab dwell-
ings, routing their foul inhabitants, boarding trains
and persunding the erewsa to wire in their resig-
nations snd many other things which induced the
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Governar of Louisiana to intercede, The strike
cndod in a vietory for the workers. Wages were
improved amd the wnions recognized.

A good doal of time and cnergy wias spent by
the Railway Unions in promoting legislation which
would be of benefit to rallread workers, or at
least intended o be so. Most imporiant was the
Railway Employes Pension Act. Thiz act is hoped
to make room for more workers an railrends
through the process of providing for and eliminat-
ing the ckler heads. A beiter way bo create maore
Jobz would be by shortening heuors.  This railroad
workers vealize but somehow they do mot have
enough confidence in themselveas or thelr unbons
to demand this. The 26 varieties of anjona among
railrond workers do not give them the necessary
feehing of solidarity., Their solutlon lies in the
One Bip Union.

Marine Tranipari

The Marine Transport Industry has far  too
complicated o story to be put in this summary, A
dotailed summary of union trends in the Industry
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The May East Coast -‘,}tt‘lk'l':—l':hl.lh.
teargaz and motoreycles were used by N.
Y. cops to smash thiz “cutlaw™ strike as
the 8 8. Virginia comes in with a seab
Crow,

I3 promised by a specialist in an arly lssae of this
magazine. The jden of the federntion to give
greater solidarity among marine workers hes taken
a firm hold. Its proater growth on the west eoast
than in the east is Indieated by the differsnce in
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wage ralés paid. On the omst coast the process
of getting rid of the old men of the sea who have
ridden on the backs of maribe transport warkers
those many years has '.||L1'-|,I-|:1_'unu1,.l_-]:.' boglE dccom-
panied by replacing them by labor politicians to
such an alarming degreo that soamen are wonder-
ing if they are better off. In all these battles for
rank and file control and industrial solidarity, the
Marire Tramsport Workera of the LW. W, have
taken a leading part, which may perhaps be meas-
ured somewhat by the LIL.A, gangster murder of
Fellow Worker Ross In San Pedro last wear, the
shooting af Fellow Worker Halman in Philadelphia
as he stopped finks from kidnaping a pizkot, o
the shooting of Fellow Worker Kane In Howston
n& he stopped the racketeer ousted ngont of Fire
men and Ofers Usion from walking of f with the
wnion  rocords.

The importance of & militant industrial union
st i this industry cannmot bo over-rmphasized.
When there is the right sert of solidarity Tetween
workers, acal prodocts will ot be moved, mater-
inls will not be sent for senbs to work with, hot
carge will never be touched, the Enstruments af
death soent against labor will nmever reach their
destingtion. In putting such selidarity into prac-
tiee, the unity of all transporiation workers, ns
provided for by the Transportation Departnaent
of the LW.W. will be estential. The offort of the
Marine Transport Workers of the LW. W, to stop
the shipment of war maeterials fo the Fusejst
forces of Spakn, iz an augory of what can be done
when this developing One Big Union idea among
tranaport workers ia fully realized.

Coneluilon

Mo summary can indicate the splendid fighting
gpirit that has animnted American labor. Neither
can any summary such as this adoguately show
the interferenco with this fighting spirit and sense
of selidarity that faultily eonstructed onjeniam
imposes, The new spirit of American nbor is
shown pot only by these atrikes and by the fight of
W.PA. workers and relief workers that Inek of
space has forced ua to omit, bot alse by the way
in which American labor, deapite the Pontius Pi-
Inte stand taken by the comvention of the Amerl-
enn Fedoration of Labor has rallied to the support
of aur fellow warkerz in Spain.

A new cra is in the making, A new spieit is in
the hearts of labor, A determination to pel more
of the increasing product of sur labor j2 ghown
daily. There 18 no way for thiz new attitude do
find fitting exprestion exeept im the LW.W. plen
of industrinl unions, controlled by the membors,
militant kn spirit, working toward a mew sochal
arilor, unih'll:: all op the same Julr in the ssmo un-
ion, all in the sanee indastry in the same ndostrinl
union, and uniting all workers in One Big Usion
of the entire working clonss,
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Johnny Comes Home
By John Lind

Jokany waz an intelligent boy. That s, i one
listerved to his ps and ma, and looked ab his report
ane was apt to be convinewd that he really
Besides, he the hest local al
around athlete,

His father waz a welld
the edge of n small Minnesota town. Pa belong-d
to ihe Moose lodee, amd was one of the
of the church . . . in fact when a lecal wWoman
wis gent to eonvert the heathen of Africa, he was
known to donate fifty dollars all =i tiFie
And hizg mother, good pious seul, brooght up fet
ikl

emrd,

WS EmaEri. WHE

gy farmer, right on

FIIE.'II .

L1l

wix ehildren n the fear of Ceod and the
regions.

When the war broke out in Eorope, Ichany had
just finished high school. When the United States
entered the war, he was just finishing his third
vear I eolloge. He velunieered. He had ladials
about fair play end decency, snd thiz was the
thing to do abont them, It was expected of him.
not only by hizs parent, but by his yoonger sisters
He wne the eldest and had on éx

and brathors.
ample (o #08,
L] i L]

Az n private he =aw eight months of horroe
aver thers, and came back.
afd went home.
The eight months must have changed him. He
didntt fit. Just what = was, he wesn't quite sure
but he coulint quite bear the blokes that
asked him what §t was like over there . .

He was discharged

. when
the Jocal parson told the congregation “we won
the war,” he gol up and walked vight sut in the
milddie of the sermon. He kpew i was an an-
pardonnoble sin, nnd wasn't quite sure why he
did it.

Life wasn't what he had counted on, @ven
though he had had only counted an it vaguely.
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His buaddies wrote him. One wrote that he had
been in New York oat of 8 job eover sinee he wan
discharged, while his pirl
enongh to live on.

friemd kept bim with
Another wrote about being
on the stem in Frisco. Of the doezen he kept in
togel with only one managed to get his old job
back. Sevoral azked for

Even Allee . . in thei
hiph =chool days . ghie stirvdéd him to &
strange discontent contrary to sll his expectations
When she sat eating choeolates and reading Ed-
die Guest to him, he couldn't help but think that
the chocolites were making her far too fat . . .

loans.
. b hag Ppone for wer'

L 4 |

and there was something about thiz Eddie Giuest
that pemyvinded him of the chocolatos.
L] W L

He decided that it would be more eomfortable
mevipg . . . peing somewhere - . . west. He told
Alice. She was unpware that there was anyihing
in this digcontent for her to fathom, and wanted
to know what was to happen to their engagement.
He =aid he'd be back im a few monthe, She erted
on hizs shoulder, and =aid good-bye . . . and he
wizhed he hnd written from Fargo, instond.

His father was rather taken aback, snd angry.
He eould not Johnny should wang to
leave & gomid They had done what they
for him. He eoald
go to eollege, But if he was just {0 go rambling
nnd rambling out nover should he ask for
any help from home, no matber what the necd. Hat
Johnny insisted he was golng on a freight train,
to Tind something or olher to do that he wented
The one thing he aureg of was that
b didn’t want to stay thoro.

L] & L

aee  why
home
could He eould stay there,

WeEES,

Rk |!||-. HE

MNaxt inte

morning he teck the local frefght
:I-]frj':“_l;“l,l'lglh and looked in the yards for '!-:IJI'IE'l.'thIj..‘
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bound west. The stories he had heard while in
tho trenches now served him in good stead, and he
was able to find his way about quite easily, always
of eourse, velving on his ability to pick the righ:
persang Lo ask questions of,

It was early spring yet. The snow wasz all gone,
but the frost was not all out of the grautd, and
nights were cold. He was glad that ke hed had
the foresight to take his heavy cont slong with
him. He found it useful now,

Beveral davs later he hopped off of a frodght
train in Billings, Montana, Btll having a few
dollnrs left, he made iz Way to a restaurant, but
not before he had askod a newly found friond af
the road to eat with him, Jobhnny had taken a
sudden liking to this young man, not much oldar
than himself, but infinitely wiser. The ¥Young
man had admitted that ke had nos gone to France,
because, in his opinion the war wie not “fought
for demperacy” but for world markets and war
profita. True, he had been drafted just before the
Armisties and had gone to the training eamp, bat,
he admitted that he had very seriodsly eonsidered
refusing to shoulder a rifle gpd pleading ean-
selentious objection. He was very plad that all
that wns not neeossary, and that the war was VT,
for it saved him from dectaring himaelf and prob-
ably from an army prison or concentration CAFf.

While eating they continued thelr dizenzsion,
and Johnny was glad that he had run into Tom.
For one thing, he was conscious af Tinding sama-
thing that ke had missed ever sinee he was dia-
ehnrged from the army. For all this while pe
hadn't quite know what it was that he had missed;
but daring Tom's recltal of some little episade in
his own life he mentioned the term “fellow work.
ers”, which sent Johnny's thoughts back to his
buddies and thon he understood. He had missod
the comradeship, that closest of all ties, that is
born of a common cause, They had beon sent
thre (to France) together. so “let’s sew it through
together.,” had been their attitude. And eEpecinl-
iy in their contact with officors had the apirit of
#olidarity among the privates manifested  itzelf.
Many were the times when it seemed ns §f thelr
worsl enemy was, nob the Boche, but “that dammned
tarheel non-com.” They would lie, steal and fight
for each other, but for the nen-com and for the
efficers they had nothing, but invective, for mask
of them had not earned their stripes, and their
ignorance of their own position wsually made them
take it out om the men,

Thiz spirit of comradeship asserted jiself now,
too, and for wmonths after that Johnny and Tom-
my were ltke Slamese twing; where one was, the
other one was bound to be, They found a fow
day's work now and then, with which to replenish
their roadsinke, but not often.  As it was, they
had eight dollars hotween them upon arrival in
Bpaksne.
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Meanwhile Johnny had found that Tommy was
a “"Wobbly,"” sne of them 1 Won't Works," that
=0 many dirty cracks had been made about in his
hoaring, even in the army. Johnny zoon complete-
ly changed his [deas sbout the Wobblies. True,
hie fdeas had boem rathor vague.  But every day
in Tommy's company brought more enlightenmeont,
and the many leaflots and booklets Tommy carried
in his packsmck soon erented an understanding of
the “movement,” pa Tommy ealled it, which weauld
have been impossible to secure in nny other way.

Among the bookiets ereating the deopest impros.
=ion on him were Justns Ebert's “The L. W. W. In
Theory and Practice™ and Vineent St. John's “I.
W. W.—Itz History, Structare and Meihods.” Be.
sides these he found in the I, W. W. Song Book n
constant source of delight. Many were the hours
they whiled away either in jungles or in the yards
waiting for trains, Jost ginging,

"If vou mll will shut ¥your trap,

T will tell you "hout n chap,

That wes broke and ap againat i, too,
for fair;

He was not the kind that shirk,

He waz looking hard for work,

But he heard the snme old SLOEY everys
where, "

Songs were not the anly thing he learned, When
Tommy first talked of Ysurplus value™ in one of
his intermittant monologues on Marzian oconom-
ies, Johnny had to mek that he explain what he
meant. His study of economies in high schosl and
college had azemingly not had ineluded that torm,
although he did remember that Marx had been
mentioned  somewhore, along  with Ricarde and
Adam Smith.

When Tommy got through exlaining, it sesmed
that Johnny's education had indeed been neglect-
ed, and the funnies: part of it wag that from a
man on the road, from one whe had barely fipishk-
el an eighth grade schooling, ke, with three WeaKrH
of college to his credit, was able to learn more than
from all his teachers eombined,

When he questioned Tommy where he had got
his knowledge, Tommy raised his hund and drew
It in & semicirele from the North to the Enst and
Bouth, then Seoothwest. and added as an cxplang-
ton: “Experience, speakers and books ™ Johnny
had to be satisfied with that,

LA

They pulled Inta Spokane rather lnte one nfight,
Bot n room and went to bed. When Johnny open-
od his oves in the morning, Tommy was not in bardd,
and his elothes wore gone, but his packsnck was
still thrown in the corner, ss Johnny did not wor-
ry. He weont out, ate brenkfast and came baek to
wait for him. Tommy explained he had been o
the LW.W, Hall and to the Pablic Library,
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That afternoon Johnny for the fivet time en-
tered am LW.W, hall, There was quite 8 group
of workers there, scemingly all loggers, from the
looks of thelr elothes. Several there know Tom-
my, and a roumd of Introductions followed, but
there were s many that [t wna impossible for
Johnny te remember thelr names. Anyway, they
all took it for pgranted that Johnny waz also a
member, and almost everyone immediately  ad-
dressed him ms “Fellow worker' It folt rather
odd to b pddressed so, but the prectings and the
handelasps were sincere.  Here was real comreade-
ship. He felt at home, This must have boen
what he left Minnezota for,

L i L

They gobt in Seattle znd headed first for the
ILW.W. From there Johnny wrote his fiest lotter
home. In all this time bhe had seAt but one post-
card home and another one to Alice, but a8 he had
sent them ne sddress, he had no letters waiting
far him. anywhere,

Tommy was now at home, This was his coun-
try, ns he explained it. He was rather prowd of
the fact that he worked in the “long logs". It waz
nlsn his intontion to show Johnny what made the
“long logger'” the man that he was

Firat of all Tommy went to the hotel where he
had checked Wz outfit earlier in the year, before
poing to Chi. Then an inventory was made of the
necessities to outfit Johnny, To Johnny's dismay
he found that their money wopld mot buy even
the one pair of caulk shees he needed. Bot Tom.
my knew the ropes.

He loft Johnny in the hotel for about am hour,
and came back with g welleworn pair of esnlk
shoes, They weren't guite comfortable, but wonld
do far a few doys, until one could go to the eamp
eommiasary for new ancs

With that they left for the skidroad, scanming
the employment offiee signs,  Finally Tommy's
cyes lit on one sign, What he saw thore that in-
terested him, Johnny feund out & minute later at
the connler.

“Where's the choker's job at?" asked Tomeny,

“Up at Parrington, Got your docket? was the
ANEWLT,

“Zgre,t After a few more guestions the iwo
toak the jobs and parvted with part of their méager
funds. As the camps were 100 per conkt union, it
wns up to Johnay to take his card out now, before
loaving for the camp. This was casy, but it also
put & crimp on their pocketbooks and Temmy had
to ke a losn from o friend to pay their way oot
L0 CRFLD,

Bo Johnoy was initinted into the intrieacies of
high leads, skiddees, main lines, hoaol-hacks, chok-
erd, blocks, “guylines,” falling. bucking, loading
tongs, alingz and spar trees, He got to know
buckers, fallers, hookers, rigging slingers, choker-
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men, whistle punks, hook-on-men and donkey
punchers. There was a fellow ship among them
that made him feel—he belomged,

Johnny stayed West. He wrote home seldom,
and whoen ke did it was to his mother. 01 =seemed
& long time sinee thet he hod got a letter from
his father. The last one told him either to come
home at omee, or stay awny altogether. He had
ot that ene in jail, He and several hundred oth-
ors haul been reunded up at & sireet mecting. The
firemen had soaked them with water, and knocked
them down with the irresietible pressure from
theie hose, and the police had finished np with
their clubs, But that the boys felt it had been &
peetiy good fight, There were several bulls and
firemen in the hospital

ANl the foreca of Well scemed turped looss on
the lopgers now, The lumber barons had raised
the price of spruce during the war from £16 a
thousand fest to aver $160. When peace broke
out the demand dropped off. To keep profits up
to the level to which the war had made them ac-
customod, they fried fo eut wapes. Bub every-
where a well-organized body of loggers resistod
thelr wage cubs, and resisted smecessfully, They
et out to break the LW.W. that held the logpers
together.

In Centralia on the first anniversary of the
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armistice they arranged for the parnde to raid the
Wobbly hall. The loggers inside put up a fight.
Wesley Evereat, another returned goldier, kerpe
them ot bay with his gon, down as far as the river.
Thon they got him, rammed a rifle butt down his
throat, took him to jail, theew him bleeding on
the floor, teok him oot at night, cot out his mals
organs and bnehed him. ‘The rest of tho laggers
who had defended their hall wore sn trinl for
mErder.

With super-patriotic ferver, nll hell was turmed
loose on the loggers and the LW.W.,, whother they
were returned heroes or mol.  Some wore tarred
and foathered. Others rode the rail.  Others went
to the big howse for long yoars

Bomekow Johnny and Tommy gob out ns often
as they got in, and they and their fellow workers
found they had a purpose in life, something they
held to more doggedly tham he had cvor carried
on bofore, in football or In killing the Kaiser. It
was something to which they dodieated thelr days
and their nights,

Johany found himeolf growing, He could write
ard Epenk his theughts clenrly for all ta under-
stand. He found that the long loggers to whom
he kad looked with awe & little while hefore, Aow
looked to him. Life was foll. Thore was com-
radeship with men whe knew what they wanted,
There were women whom he ecouldn't imagine
munching chocolates and reading Eddie Guest.
They liked to make him ont big hearty moals, and
thoy could talk too about the endless sirugele that
Bad Bocome his bHfe,

It was more than o fight for more of the world's
riches. It was & fight to mnintais the comdithons
in industry that made these loggers foel they wore
men, It was & fight to resist the agpressions of
robber baroms, and the stenling of more of what
wns theirs, And since the lumber barons could
keep profits up only by cutting wages down, and
could eut wages down only by breaking the LW, W.
op, it was a fight to held these mon topether in
the bonds of selidarity. That word “solldarity"
of all the new words that Johnny had picked up,
was the one he liked the best, When he sometimes
thooght back about what had set him wandoring,
it struck him that he had s¢t out on a quest for
this eombimation of fellowship and porpese that
he called solidarity,

Where men stuck together against thole  om-
 Ployers, they were looked upon as men and trented
wach other aceordingly. Whers they dide't abick
together, their bosses treated them like cattle, and
they treated each other like pigs at a trough, It
was this battle for the union, as well as for the
highor pay and shorter hotirs that could mesn a
Tulber Hie.

Evory little step forward in the stroggle filled
bins with satisfaction, Every little offort that
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failed found him looking for the chuse of the fall-
ure, He and his fallows wers determined enakgh
in their fight to take criticism without breaking
the bords of fellowship, The going was tough,
tougher than even the bitterly fought LW, W. had
ovor found it before in all its stormy life, and ke
faund a keen zest in the batile.

Johnny and Temmy were both tempered men.
Young in years, they lived through a fow months
which made them old in experionce. Tommy of
the two was the more stable. I Johnny was able
to do more, it wos because of the sble adviser he
had in Tommy,

It was the spring of 1922, Johnny had beon
sway from home not gquite three yoars. He rpe-
ceived a letter from his mother, nsking that he
come home. He apswered it, bot falled to answer
ker plea. In writing his answer he kept thinking
of his father. He kmew full well that in thas
quarter there was no understanding of the niche
he had found for himself. What was mere, it was
probable that no effort would be made to under-
stand i,

Hiz mother. That was anothor matter. She
would welcomnse him with open arms, no  matter
what be had done, Im her opinfon he was her
oldest son, ne more, no less. In thinking of her,
he sabd to himself: “Ves, I'll go home for m short
wisit this spring.”

Tommy, Johnny and several othors completed
plane at this time to break in new territery for
organization work. Al wore young snd ambitions
and when an opening offered itself, none of them
hesitated.

At a mill tewn not far from the Puget Sound
country an opporiunity offered fteell. A Wabbly
had seitled down there. He wrote to Tommy, tell-
ing him of the lack of crgamizatfon there, of the
poor working conditions, of the low pay snd the
overtime worked without extra pay. The senti-
ment is gpood, he =aid, "eome on down.”™

Four of them went. After looking over things
for several days, it was seen advisable to settle
down, too. They all looked for work, and-they all
found something or other to do

Johnry went to work in & mill. Thoe work was
kard. Not like woods word. He was put on a
planer, feeding lumber into . The oneecustomed
pesture be had to work in, the lsek of space for
moving around to handle the heavy boards, and
the alr filled with fine dust, tired him owt.

That evening, they gathered together to com-
pare motee.  Tes, nll of thim had noted the dis-
satisfaction among the workers. The specd-up om
the job was terrific, the pay was small and the
work-day was too long for that kind of work. This
was indeed good territory for erganization. But
it was advisable to work some time before coming
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out Iato the open. A better fmpression could he
created even among those most hostile to organi-
zation and organizers, if thoy had worked together
for some time, They were all tived, set the date
for another mecting and left early to go to bed,

About fopr o'sleck ane afterncon the planning
mill waz stopped at the mill. Whistles blow. Men
scurried about and a call wis sent for an ambo-
lanes and a doctor.

But the victim was out of reach of all haman
hilp. Tt was Johnny, One of his fellow workers
had seon the “accldent. With the regulerity of
a clock Johwny had been pushing lumber inte the
plancr, No doubt, he had heen & trifle tived,
There was no guard on that planer, as there should
have been, to stop any piece from flying back that
the planer would not take. There had been a big
knot on the board. The knet had broken and the
planer rolls had spit back the board with such &

faree that & went straight through Johnny's ab-
domen.

One of the Wobblica grabbed the man by the
arm. “INd he zay anything before he died?"”

“¥ea, bot 1 dide"t guite get the menning of what
b aaid,"

“What was it

“It was something aboat:
worker, cnrry on,™

'(‘E.!'!'}' an, fellow

L] L] -

Fourteen years later in a picket camp that the
Wobbly lumber jacks had established In a moun.
tain pass in Idaho in the 1936 strike for decent
eonditions, Tom—a bit grey now—was talking
over the old times with some old-timers by thelr
Jungle tire,

Several of them had known Johnny, Yes, they
agreed. Johnny would feel very much at home to
e with them now,

The Canadian Labor Situation

(continued from page 11)

this provinee wery suscoptible to Faselst mowve-
ments. A recently elected provieeial gevernment
shows definite Fascist tendencies, and avowaed
Fascist orgenizationz lke the Federation of Labeor
clubs and the Natlonal Socinl party have tens of
thousands of adherents. They have adopted all the
tactica of the Nazis: sappressions of labor orgnns
fzations, anti-semitism, violent opposition to all
progressive ldeas, amd tenching that trusts and
chain-stores nre responsible for all our ceonomic
ills. An iden of the potentinl strength of the Fas-
cist movement cen be formed whem we hear of
anti-radical demonstrations in the eity of Montreal
with over ene hundred theusand people partieipat-
ing- Of eourss, Faselsm i net eonfined to any one
provinee. It showa surprising growth over all of
Canada, but in Quebee bhas reached o more nd-
vatesd stage than elsewhere. And wo ennnot con-
ahler this movement lightly whon we remember
that one-fourth of the tetal populstion of Canada
are in the Provines of Wucheo,

The trade union movement cannot chock the
spread of Faseism any more than ib did the growth
of company anionism or protected the interests of
ithi working clnss.
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Apart from its conflicting factions and politienl
entangiements, eraft unionism shows n decided
wiaknesa in jts lack of milifancy and failore to
struggle when faced with a situation which de-
mands these things. Arbiteation, boards of con-
clliation and parliamentary lobbying have been
substituted for sconomie anction. Trade unbonizem
has placed more confidence in industrial codes
and the investigations of Royal Commizsions than
in its organized power, This [nevitably resalted
in & worsening of conditions for the workers. In
& eountey with an immense per eapita wenlth and
unlimited natural resources a large section of the
working clazs haz the standard of living of a
coolic. Bondholders and financiers of industry have
ik mll,

The industrial codes are going the way of the
NIRA codes, the Royal Commissions’ reports are
pigeon-holed somewhere in Ottawa snd the im-
potence of the trade union movement ls clear;
therefore, the workers of Conmda are faced with
thet choice of taking n furiher reduction of an
already low standard of living and eventually
having Fascism, or of accopting the only alters
native——prevoloiionary Industrial unionlsm.
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AMERICA

The fear of hunger agmin leoms large In these
United States. Thropghowt the year the passing
of the buck from Federal to State and bocal agen-
clea has gone on. Workers, driven by the needs of
their families, have oocuplbed the legialative buoild-
ingz of Wisconsin and New Joersey. Demonstra-
tiors for more relief, for more W.P.A. projects, for
higher rates and against ne pay for lest time on
theso ]rrn_'i-zl:u have been many. [n some instancees
it is said by those who should know that eertain
politiclans for their own personal purposes, and
not ouat of any liberal leanings toward the nims
of Inber, have ehcournged Lhess demonsirntions.
And pow there are to be more—and a big pink
slip pnrade to Washington.

Many feel 1|‘.|e:." have heen ‘“dona wrong” by
those whom they eestatically votod inte office.

Such papera na the New York Poat and the Phi-
ladelphin Record ron an editorial: WHO  WON
THE ELECTIONT In it they ask:

“Buppose. yo1u had been knocked unconselows in
an aute accident om the day before the election,

“And suppose you regained consclousness only
yesterday, pioked ap the newspapers and read
these headlines:

“Ponnsylvanin to Cut 33,000 Off WEA.,

Twenty-slght

GO HUNGRY?

“E000 Being Dropped from WPA in New Jer-
BEY.

"WPA Artists Fight Police I Mow York: 210
Efected, Many Clubbed; Protest Dismisals.'t

“Hundreds of WEPA Weorkoers Laid Off In Cap-
ital.

“Lying in & hosplial bed with neothing to gaide
vou but these headlines, who would you think had
won the election? Roosewelt? Or Landon?"

" & =

Our question ts not what should the government
do nbout unemploymient; relief cul-offs, dnd WEFA
dismissals? (uor fguestion §8: What should we do
about them?

That an election promise ia not earried oat,
guite fnils to pstonish we, A political plank la Qike
B strestear stop—something you go in on, not
something you ride along on. This has been the
way of polikles for many years. We can even re-
call & omce popular song: “1 Didn't Baize My Boy
To Be A Soldier,’ that became a campaign song

for another “preat liberal”"—and we ecan recall
the Iynching bees to which it led sabsequently.
L] L L]

I pragkice the question what to do rosobves it-
self into the choiee whethor to do something for
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ourstlves, or ask somebody to de somothing for us

Theke iz the view that this {3 a demecratie so-
ciety where all ave equal before the law and the
government; that the governmont i3 the eollestive
means extablished by ua all to take such concerted
petion s B necessary for uwe all on questions of
public eoneern. Thoae holding to this view are
wont to continme that the inereasing productivity
of labor and the incressed use of machinery has
made it necessary for the government te regulate
induatry o some extent, at least to the point wh
it sees that industry continges bo aperate, and that
it either |.'|!‘|1'|"i-;||_'-| wiskK {orF the 1.l.'||.-k|:|g' i_'lﬂ"'l_-l (N
tnxeas with which to give them relief or to make
|H.I.h|ii." work for them, If thess ;_:_-_-\.|;r|||1:i|_|;||1. iriE
eorrect, it would seemn vory plauslble to dizsipate
the growing fear of hunger in the fzce of poten-
tial abundance by legialative enactment taxing
production and businesa for the puarpose,

But thore are those wha sorioualy |||||_H|':i:'||'_ Ehese
premises in the light alike of history, law, practice
and everyday experience, They clte the moat em-
inent historians on the constitution to shew that
it was devised by & wenlthy and militant minority
of ourt forefathers te make sure that democeracoy
would not despoll them nor their heles of their
privileges. They point te the 14th Amendement
with its provisionz that mo man's propeciy shall be
taken from him except by due process of law, and
ask how can economibc equity, or even square or
oblong menls ba furnished to the growihpy armé
of industrin]l discards by logislative enactment?
They can point to many a learmed jurist’s explan
ation that such sccialiam can't be done by law.
They can point to a long and bitter stroggle be-
tween the haves and have-nots;, and to many n
barracks far removed from where any foreign ¢n-
emy might come, and to the role of army, courts
and government fn general in this leng and bitter
struggle to cast extreme doulds upon the assumpe-
tion that this = a government of the people and
by the people and for the people with due powers
to sec thet all ent. To such stodenis of law and
history and to such obeervors of what goes om
daily before our noses, the teaching of Thaorstein
Voblen that this povernment = n “Soviet of Busi-
ness Men's Delogates” seems much more accorate
than the famows pddeesa at Getdysborg. Those
aceepting such viewa must find it strange to de-
mand that sueh a Seviel recognige any genmeral
right to cat, especinlly in these days when business
mien complain slike of taxes, and the need for
more unemployed to Keep wages lower, and of the
tendoney of relief ratea and WPA rates to stop
them from the full and hearty exploitation of
women and children to which they are so thor-
oughly attached,

i
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Apart from the theories, let's examine the facis,
It would take a prodoction lewel at lenst 30 per
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Children sleeping on the stairs of the
Legislative Assembly of MNew Jersey as
their parents occupied it in a relicf
demonstration last April

cent higher than that of 1929 with present wage
rates and hours to reduce unmemployment to the
few millions of joblesa that we had with wus in that
yomr, Therde is no prospect of such a level of pro-
duection., beemuse there i3 no market for it be-
ennae most people don’t have the monsy te buoy
much. O course, if wages wont up enouph, and
hours enme down enough, & solation wonld e pos-
gible, and there certainly i nething unconstitu-
tiona! about os organizing One Bip Unlon and re-
fusing to work miore than =ix hours for for loas
than F6.00 for any man, woman or child

But again, we face the sad fact that WPA lay-
affs procecd faster than the growth of the LW.W
What nre we going to do meanwhile? Petition the
povernment?  Withoot going inte the confliciing
views on the pature of this institution, we beliove
that those getting the pink slips will substantially
agree with us, that evenm if Voblen wasn't right,
then some well dressed villnin has surely corrupt-
ed the dear Democracy of whom Lineeln spoke
at Gettyshurg, and that petitions won't de much

(Continwed on page 33)
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The Roots of Spanish Labor

Though the C.N.T. which is aggressively carry-
ing on the strogele for a new soclal order in the
fight ageinst Faselsm, dates back only ta 1910, the
populzr strugele finds its roots much deeper, Per-
haps it may be zaid to dote back to the dewn of
the modern era when new social eoncepts Sonded
to cleak themselves in the form of theclogical
hercay, and conscquently the rigor with which
horeay was stamped out eorresponded to the in-
tensity of the secinl struggles that reflected ftaslf
in these new idems and belicfs. Nowhere was the
repression of such heresy more vigorously carvied
out than in Spain, But in its modern form, as an
apen effort for betber cconomic conditfons and
freedom from political oppression, the atruggle
may be said to date from the popular uprlsing in
1208 mgainst the despotism of MNepoleon,

Despite the general ecomomic backwardomess of
Spain in the pnst eentory, Spanish fnbor was well
te the front im the building of Iabor orgunizations,
From 1840 om, many workers' associations were
established. In their carly formative period thess
unions were heavily influenesd by the anerchist
thoupht of Michae]l Bakenin snd his ssocintos.
Bakunin waz a staunch advocate of a direct netion
type of unlonizm ns well as of the international
solldarity of labor. When Karl Marx and ethers
sponsared the idea of an Tnternational Association
of Warking Men, and suceesafully lnunched such
a body (generally referred to as the First Intee-
mational in writings of our own EHme) in 1BGE,
Bakunin worked assiduonsly for it growth im
Spain. Asa result in 1370 the Spanish Federation
was founded,

In 1876 the Intermational, whose headquartors
had been mowed to America, offfeially wont out
of existenco. Many faciors were responsible for
its unfortonate ond, The political history of
Europe had much to do with & Sinee 1851 the
secofd “little™ Mapoleon had virtually dictated as
Emperor in France. Unlons were forbidden dur-
ing most of the regime, but persisting as benefi-
ciery sociefies thoy had foreed m place for them-
selves, and were among those first to receive aid
in their strikes from the newly formoed Inborna-
tichial of Laber. Largely to replace a growing
ropulnr revell with patrietic ferver, war was enl-
tivated with Prusala, At the battle of Sedan on
September 4, 1870, the Emperor's forees wero
ronted, A Republic was declared omee more in
Franee. Onece again there was popular support
for & war that had now become o war of defense.
It was sabotaged by the politicians and their busi-
ness mssocintes who looked upom ib chiefly az a
splendid oppertunity for graft. The Prussian army
defeated evervene but the srmed working class af
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Paris, The resentment of these workers nRgainse
the bourgesis politicinns grew, and, when they at-
tempted to disarm the Parisian workers, revalt
broke out, and with the Prussisn and French rul-
ing class &t the gates of Paviz in allinoce agnipe
Fremch labor, a Commune was set up in March of
1RT1.

The Iaternational was outspoken in the cause
of their French follow workers, Horrible atrocity
staries wore peddled by the capitalist press much
like the stories told of the Russinn revelulien in
1217 or of the present stroggle of labor in Spain,
Most workers grew alarmed at what their Parisian
fellow workers were doing. The Commune was
crushed and a windietive leisore class murdered
thowsands of workers. The very word “Interna-
tional" became one at which all bat the most rad-
ical workers shuddered. In consequence support
for the International dwindled In England, Ameri-
en amd olher eountries. Labor unfonism for a
brief while grew ultra conservabive expending fur
too much of its effort in an atbempk to establish
its reapectability. That labor does move forward,
is shown by the vast difference in the reaction of
world labsr to the similar situations of Froneo in
1871, Russia in 1917, and Spain in 1936,

During theee troubled years a dispule as to
paliey, teaching and structure broke out in the
International Association of Workingmen. Marx
a2 International Secretary stood for the continu-
ation of its pelicies; Bakonin with the backing of
the affiiated organizations in Spain and Switzer
land headed the opposition. The twoe men becamo
such deadly enemies that often the denth of the
First Internationn]l is atteibuted to thelr quorrels.
Significant likewiso in the Spanish strupgle of to-
day is that the Marx-Bakunin BEattalion of Cata-
lonia has served ns the shock troops of the pres-
ant struggle.  The mame Bakunin is there, boenuse
the C.N.T. has his fenchings o largely ns thelr
awn body of teadition. The name Marx is there,
beemuze of the milltant eooperation given by the
P.U.OM. or the “Marxists,” o direct nction polit-
ical group who split from the Communists te fol-
low Trotzkq and whoe later split from Trotzhy to
follow the class struggle concepis of Marxiam ss
they thomselves saw it to interpreb It to fit the
conditions of thelr own stroggle,

Dwospite the fact that the First Imternational of-
ficinlly disbanded itself in convention assembled
in Philndelphia in 1876, ils Spanizh PFederation
persistod more or less intack to 1881, and was a
part of the brief-lived Internstionnl Werking Peo-
ples Association that Bakunin formed of the por-
ticns of the old Internations] sdhering to his pro-

gram.
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Though orgabization was not always maintais-
eil, the ideas of =olldarity, direct action, and a new
goeial order in which labor, free from all coercien,
would enfor the full produet of its toil, remained.
A Secialist or Second Infernationn] had  been
founded in 1800, and socinlism had prospered in
E..ml'n. siner the davs when Paul Lafargue in the
carly seventbes had attemped fo fransplant it
therr, An Imternnifonal Federation of Trade Un-
ions had been formed largely a: an offspring of
thiz Socislat International, a =mort of world fetter
box for the unlons that relied on comtracts nnd
legistatlve lobbying as the chicd means for vedress-
ing the griceances of Inbor.  But when the C.N.T.
(the Mational Confederation of Inbor) was lawnch-
ed in 1910, it was wirtoelly a continoation of the
old International, and the old Spanish Federation
of Bakunin aml his associaics,

Moanwhile, largely onder Socislist auspices, an-
other set of oniops, conmected with the LF.T.U.
had been estoblished, and federnted ns the ULG.T,
or General Labor Union. Both sets of uwnions had
their ops and downs and suffeved their periods of
bitter politieal oppressian. The U.G.T, got the
support of the larger section of Asturian coal min-
crs and of the workers of Madrid; the C3.T. drew
fts support largely From the workers in Catalonin,
with the workers in the marine industry of Bar-
colons mnd the manufaciuring planis there taking
the tead. Up until the present stroggle the UG.T,
amipumbered the CW.T., but by it aggressive ne-
tion in this wear the C.5.T. has reached at least
a prrity with the U.G.T. if it has not cutnmber-
od ik

Tn 1927 the anarchists of Zpain and Portugal
formed the F.AL (Federation Anorguista Iberi-
cx) Inrzely ns a group within the CNT. and have
provided most of the functicnarics for this feder-
ation of trade and imdustris] syndicates.  The two
are substantinlly inseparable. Tn their revelutbon-
ary strigele mwch of the old federalist, focal ante-
pomy, Individunl responsibility and initiative be-
Tiefs of the anarchists have been found inapplic-
able to the conditions &t hand. The C.N.T. in this
yenr's convention, bofore the Faselst eoup, decided
among other matters on & stronger degree of In-
duxtrin] ecntralization in their unions, and alsa
that revolutionary siruggles shoubd be attempted
only with the spproval of the CN.T. s o whale,
and not on the initiatbve of mny local greup, The
abortive and ecastly strugzles of recont years had
eonvinoed them of the necessity of such a pro-
gram. Bwen their bitter anti-parliamentarism wis
left mside in the February elections that brought
in the People’s Front government to the fune of
direct action Jail releases. Their direct action
philesophy wns well adapted to the needs of July
19, when the Fascists who haul beer tolernted by
the lheral politicians started thelr long plonsed
ponp. Barceloma labor dizarmed the fascista com-
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pletely, and had it been better armed would have
defven them out of Saraposss, ton. The strogele
pgminst the imported army of Moors, Gormans,
and Tialinnz that baek up Franco’s murderous ef-
fort to exterenipate o}l labor organizations in
Spnin, has brought by now substantially all anti-
farcisd forees in Spain to the positbon of the C.N.
T.—that this is o baboer siropgle against interfa-
tinnal capital and apninst the capitalist system it
#olf, and that the buslness clnsa and their profes-
gional pollticians are not to be entrosted with
carrying the struggle on.  The exigencies of the
game struggle hos required the CXNT. and the
F.AL 1o adept two policies that probably woeslhl
have shecked many nn anarchist & year ago: 1) the
adoption of military discipling in the sirugele, I)
participation by representatbves of the CONUT. and
F.AL in the highest government posts,

Ont of it all is growing & new zocinl order,
which older theorles may secm ns much lost as
oxygen is when it has combined to form water.
But the oxyeen b8 there in the water, and the old
motivation toward = free =zocial erder, without
genidarmes o enforce socialist policy, and the poli-
ey of direct nelion by the workers for the workers,
g =il there In Spnin_ nnd neither goeceds nor de-
fent is likely to exterminate these gorms of the
new social e that is 1o be.

Francisco Ascaso

(Contineed from page 15)

ever almost the whole of South America, at the
same time broadenimg his horizon and sequiring
a kpowledge of human nature.

Thirteon months later, in July 1925, we 200 0wl
fighter apnin in Parte.  Here he remained wntil
April 14, 1811, when the monavehy fell. - Asenso’s
first thought was te refurn from his banizshment
though ke realized that the king had gone but the
generals remained.  Back again in Barcelona, he
found fertlle soil for his ideas. Spain was now a
kind of eamoufinged democency, so lomg as the
church amd the army retained their old priviloges.
But July 1Mk was t6 be the hour of liberation
for Spain. At the head of his fellow comendes
wnd workers, by the sbde of his denr friend Thur-
reti, Azease fought nt the barricades. He had al.
rondy conquered half of Barceloma, by July 20k
he would have libernbed the whale ehty. Te Ats-
pazanas, in the proximity of the harbor, Ascaxs ad-
waneed in spite of the foscist machine gune, A
pehel bullet struck him.

Commade Ascnso §s dead, Put his work atill
lives and like lava has spread over Spain.  The
war front i= the place where the fire of his lava
burns most fiercely, the front of elvil-war and so-
cinl Bevolution fed by the living senl and spleit
of thia man of nction—Ascasza!
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The DiShWE]Sl’Ier By JIM SEYMOUR

ThiFty-Bwa

Alone in the kitchen, in grease-laden steam.

I pause for a moment, a moment to dream,

For even a dishwasher thinks of a day

Wherein will be leisure for rest and for play:

And now that 1 pause o’er the transom there floats
A stream of the Triumerei's soul-stirring notes,
Engulft in a blending of sorrow and glee

I wonder that music can reach even me.

For now I am thinking, my brain has been stirred,
The voice of a master the lowly has heard,

The heart-breaking sob of the sad violin

Arcuses the thoughts of the sweet “might have been®:
Had men been born equal the use of the brain
Would shield them from poverty, free them from pain,
Nor would I have sunk in the black social mire
Because of a poor judgment in choosing a sire.

But now T am only a slave of the mill

That plies and remodels me just as it will,

That makes me a dullard in brain-burning heat
That looks at rich viands, not daring to eat:

That lives with its red, blistered hands ever stuck
Down decp in the foul indeseribable muck

Where dishes are plunged, seventeen at a time,

And washt—in a tubful of sickening slime!

But on with the clatter, no more must 1 shirk,

The world is to me but a nightmare of work:

For me not the musie and laughter and BONE,

No toiler is welcomed amid the gay throng;

For me not the smiles of the ladies who dine,

No warm, elinging kisses begotten of wine;

For me but the venting of low, sweated groans,

That twelve hours a night have installed in my bones.
The musie has ceased, but the havoe it wrought
Within the poor brain it awakened to thought

Shall cease not at all, but continne to gpread

Till all of my fellows are thinking or dead.

The haver it wrought? "Twill be havoe to those
Whase jovs would be nil were it not for my woes.
Keep on with your gorging, your laughter and jest,
But never forget that the last laugh is best.

You leeches who live on the fat of the land,

You over-fed parasites, look at my hand:

You laugh at it now, it is blistered and coarse,

But such are the hands quite familiar with force:
And such are the hands that have furnished your drink,
The hands of the slaves who are learning to think,
And hands that have fed you can crush you as well
And cast your damned ecarcasses clear into hell!
Go on with the arrogance born of your gold,

As now are your hearts will your bodies be cold:
Go on with your airs, you creators of hates,

Eat well, while the dishwasher spits on the plates:
But while at your feast let the orchestra play
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The life-giving strains of the dear Marseillaize
That red revolution be placed on the throne

Till those who produce have come into their own.
But scorn me tonight, en the morn vou shall learn,
That those whom wvou loath can despise you in turn,
The dishwasher vows that his fellows shall know
That only their ignorance keeps them below,
Your music was potent, your music hath charmis,
It hardened the muscles that strengthen my arms,
It painted a vision of freedom, of life—

Tomorrow I strive for an ending of strife.

SHALL AMERICA GO HUNGRY?

(Continuel from page 290

good,  Anyway, the bor: dewn & Washington
knew it afteady that times sre tough, and that
the jobs don't go round. They really den™ need
& reminder,

Perhaps we can rely on the growing realieation
that sockoty muast take care of those locked oot
by industry or these will have no alternative but
to starve or take the indastrbes themeelves. Many
assure s that this can be relied upon, and there
may be something to it—mnol that the well fed
hkave much more than an aeasthetic objection io
the upemployed starving, but that they cortainly
don't Hke the idea that they might tike the in-
dugtries and ran them for their own ose woder
the planaed economy of One Bl Unlen of Labar,

At sny rate, woe are sure of this, The folks
who make the appropristions know of the necds
of the jobless already, They won't de much abont
theae noeds except under farther stimulus than
this mere knowledge. They won't be stimmlnted

to much by the kicks, whines and complaints of &
bumch who den't stick topether, who are mere
karmless individeals, The more they see Inbor
orgapieed, the more they will do. The more they
siir labor iimﬂ:mirnlf déeminding part of what it
kns produced, will the more they will de. And if
they see labor organizing “to earry on production
when capitaliss  shall have Been  overthrown,"
there may even be provisions for turkey snd cran-
betrry mauos.

We do nmot wish o discourage any pink  slip
parades, even though our eonfidence v not great
in themm. We do wish to discourape the idea that
workers should starve slowly and quietly. Ard
we do insist that noe rights of thelrs are going 1o
recelve much respeet in industry or in the legis-
lative bodies of the land wnless they have encugh
respect for themeelves and each other to organize,
and to insist that these indostries built by Eabor
belong to labor, amd that they ave building the
power to take back what has been filched from
them,

The American Newspaper Guild

{Contimaed from page T)

mews, b6 raise the standards of journalism and
cthics of the indusiry, to foster friendly eoopora-
tion with all other workers, and to promote in-
dustrial unionizm in the newapaper indusiry”

You will note two pRssAFEE—""tg guarantés ns
for ns it is able constant honesty In the news' and
“to ralse the standards of journalism and ethics
of the Industry.” These were pounced upon by
the publishers, during the cwtery agninst the Se-
attle and previows strikes io lomd welght o the
charge that the Guild was altempting to direct
the editorial policies of the nathon's press
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Whilo many Goild membiers believe that thelr
upbon will be able to mnake significant contribu-
tions to the labor movemeni, they have been
foreed to discomnt these charges by emphatically
pointing out that the control of the publication
rests with the poblisher and thai the sole aim
of their orgamization §& to sce that the editorial
workors coms in for a measure of cconomie see-
arlty.

The publisher well knows this, of conrse, hat
it does mothlng to endear him to the ANG. The
erlonizaticn of editorial workers s detested by
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these gentlemen for reasons other than the in-
creases In pay and shorter hours that are boond
to pome, albeit they surely are not cager to make
even these concesaions.

It would perhaps be well to point out to those
unfamiliar with the city rooms of the daily press,
that reporters are nol usaally “boeld™ how n story
should be written or what should be left ocui of
the paper and what should be played up. It is &n
old saying in the ernfi that any reporter who iz
too dumb to discover “policy™ i wo stupid to stay
on the pay roll In other words, all reporters
know that the boss is interested in strikes only to
Pemf what assistance he can b0 the emplover and
it therefore iz wise to wnste no energy Eiving the
strikers’ positlon in the controversy,

One of the charneterisiics of American journal-
izmi, &8 it affeets labor troubles, iz that moech can
be written but undeér noe consideration s one o
present a falr, impartial aecount of whas the work-
ers wanl. Usually strikes are "covercd™ by pick-
ing up hand-outa from the Chamber of Commeree
ar some Industrial Associatben. Seldom does a
roporier got hia information direct from the union
and when he does, it 2 cithor threwn away by the
editor, garbled by a re-write man, stressing an
“angle” favorable ta the employer. or buried fn
the market sectian.

The hostility of the poblisher towards organ.
fzed labor is the principal resson for the prostibu-

tion ef the word “news” in lober troubles, but
there s =till another—ignorance of the nows-

paperman, For the most par:, o knowledgo of
the Inbor movement Is not conshlered an asset on
n newspaper. In fmet, the stupidity of some news.
papermen on the gquestion of unionism fs amazing
and while wsnions sre not likely to belleve i, 1
personally know of instances whore some blows
below the belt were due solely to the lack of
krowledge on the part of a reporter who was, in
fact, sympathetie to the striking workers,

It muzt also be remembered that the working
newspapErman is op against the cconomic quest-
ion the same as other wage alaves, No matter how
independent he may wish to foel, his insceurity
iz inclined to make him adopt & “protective eolors
ation.” Beeause it is the =afe thing to do, many
unecnsciousdly aecept the ideax and prejudiess of
the pablisher. Thess are the last to ndmit that
thoeir attitude haz anything to do with holding
their jobs,

Here is where the Gulld has entercd the ple-
ture. By givitg him some secwrily, the working
newspaperman ean and bas adopted an independ-
ent abttitede onee foreignm to all but a few ventnre-
zome s#ouls. Then their active participation in the
labor movement rapidly conditions their thinking
—they sponer or later realite their own status in
the economic scheme of things. In brief, they
receive a waluable educstion previously missed.
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Thiz educating could be better undorstood, it the
reader coull see & young réporter attending his
first Guild mesting and worrying about the boss
=—ihen a few weeks later see him enthusiastienlly
volitg a strike and going at this new activity in
a2 deadly serious manner,

Mo union understands better than the 1. 'W. W.
the importance of taking one’s ease to the public
In the past many unions could do litle o esunter.
act the boss propaganda in the daily press. They
were unfamilier with journalistic tricks and prae-
tice= and, consequently, they wero practically mute
at a time when speech was essential,

Whatever elee may be lald nt the Guild's door,
none can =ay that it Bas not been militant.  Troe
the fights were forced uwpen t, but it did fight,
As the reault, there nre today in the United States
thonsands of labor-conscions nowspapermen who
will and have lent their servicea to unions when
the time comes for deing what the publishers eall
“influencing publle opinion.’

A thie & written, I glanee st 8 sinck of noews-
papers, There are ninety of them. They are the
issues of the “Guild Daily,"” published in Seaitle
during the Post-Intelllgencer strike. Az far as
1 can determine, this iz the first time in the his-
tory of the United States that a grovp of workers
wientk on sirike but continged to weork at thelr
uswal jobs. Hero, certainly, s something for
publishers to really worry abeut and here = an
cloguent answer fo those whe condescendly =ay
that workers neéed a boss to dreeet and exploit
theem,

Within a few moments after the wmanagement
of the Post-Intelligencer announced suspension,
these strikers weni to work puliing oot & news-
paper. It hit the streefs after a heetic night and
some 20,000 were z2old,  Then, cach day during
the Jong strike this paper not only appenred but
it grew steadily in elreulation and importanec.
Boyeotted by the wsual wire serviees, the nation
was covered by the Guild Wire Service, made up
of wnicn reporters in every lnrge city in the eoun-
try, Tts policy on all questions was determined
by & vote of the entire staff and It gave Seattle
vesldents an unusually complete coverago of the
city's dofngs.  Then, alse, Inbor news was reported
securately for the first time sinee the suspension
of the Union Reeord. This i probably wandering
a bit afield. This article was to discuss the quos-
tion of the Guoild and honest labor reporting and
net necessarily the importance in general to unions
of ergnnpizing thiz partlenlar group of white collar

One can sum It up by sayving that the Guild, as
it stande now, will make for homest reporting of
Imbor mews, but it will take One Big Unbon to see
to it that these honest reports are published.

—Xi042380.
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